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OH 3541

Narrator: Nelson, Clarencgb. 1923)

Interviewer: Robert Miller

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Clarence Nelsono
Date: April 27, 2007

Language: English

Location: OceansideCalifornia

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 28 pages
This oral history spans 192007. Bulk dates: 194€K950s.

An oral history withClarence Nelson, resident of Oceanside, California, retired member of the

United States Mane Corps (USMQG)and husbanddfor mer member of the USI
ReserveVera Nelsorn(OH 3547) This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro Marine

Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton and the
Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was to gather information
regarding Nel sonb6s experiences at and around
growing up on a farm in Idaho during the Depression; discussesetiiffjobs he held before

World War 11, including a position with the Civilian Conservation Corps; discusses Pearl Harbor

and his decision to join the USMC; describes training in San Diego and his eventual assignment

to special services; details his workvgloping recreational activities; recalls deployment to
Guadalcanal; remembers being hospitalized for malaria; discusses housing and transportation
difficulties at El Toro MCAS,; reflects on the Japanese American internment and the fear of

Japanese bombirag San Diego; discusses the debate to terminate the USMC; details the

changing of the ranking designations in the USMC during the 1950s, and his reinstatement for

the Korean War; describes the restoration of the LightanAir (LTA) base for helicopter
storage; recounts his sonds contraction of th
fundraiser during a 1953 Polio epidemic; comm
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OH 3542
Narrator: Bartosh, Walter (b. 19262012
Interviewer: Janet Tanner

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Walter Bartosho
Date: April 24, 2007

Language: English

Location: Santa Ana, California

Project: El ToroMarine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 28 pages

This oral history spans: 192D08. Bulk dates: 194aK950s.

An oral history withWalter Bartoshresident of Santa Ana, Californiangtime resident of

Orange County, California, and former pilot in the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This
interview was conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History
Project for California State University, Fullertand the Center for Oral and Public History.

The purpose of this interview was to gather
around El Toro. This interview includes discussion about growing up in Wisconsin, recalling his
time in foster cargtalks about his decision to join the USMC as a pilot in 1941; remembers basic
and advanced training in Miami and Jacksonville, Florida; recalls experiences at MCAS Miramar
and El Toro, California, and Cherry Point, North Carolina; describes tour at ICaaala

including kamikaze attacks and bombings; discusses his experiences with Filariasis (a parasitic
and tropical disease) and its impact on his USMC career; recalls training pilots at El Toro,
speaking about the infrequency of accidents at the bas@atespropeller and jet airplanes;

reflects on his decision to remain in California after retiring from the USMC in 1954; discusses

his work as a Claims Officer for the Veterans

closure.
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OH 3543
Narrator: Boillot, Bennie (b. ca. 1930)
Interviewer: Kira A. Gentry

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Bennie Boill oto
Date: April 27, 2007

Language: English

Location: Santa Ana, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 19 pages

This oral history spans 192@907. Bulk dates: 1940980s.

An oral historywithHe | en @ Be nni esecrdBaoyinlthutéd,StateseMarine @odos

(USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro Marine CordStétion (MCAS)

Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public
History. The purpose of this interview was tolgatinformation regarding Bodlt 6 s ex per i en
at and around El Toro. This interview indes discussion about growing up on a farm in

lllinois, speaking about her parents, who were Italian immigrants; talks about employment before

Worl d War I1, | ater joining the Womends Ar my
landscape of Orange CoyntCalifornia, speaking about the variety of crops; details her position
as assistant to the general, discussing speci

position as Command Marine Corps West (COMCABWEST); reflects upon the persootd effe
of her position at El Toro.



El Toro Marine Corps Air Station Oral History Project Abstracts

OH 3544
Narrator: Greenhouse, William(b. 1915)
Interviewer: Maria Carrillo

Title: AAn OrsattorHy with Wi lliam Greenhousebo
Date: April 24, 2007

Language: English

Location: California StatdJniversity, Fullerton, Irvine Campus

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 25 pages

This oral history spans: 192%907. Bulk dates: 1940s.

An oral history with William Greenhousegsident of Fallbrook, California, amdtired menber

of the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton

and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purposkei®interview was to gather
information regarding Greenhouseds experience
discussion about growing up on a farm in Texas during the Depression; recalls his decision to

join the USMC in 1940; sharesmemore$ Japands attack on Pear| H
serving in the Pacific Theater of World War II, explaining he was stationed at New Hebrides;
discusses his transfer to EIl Toro in 1943, including his expectations for a new base; describes an
average day as member of the MP (Military Police), as well as entertainment and activities at

El Toro; speaks about the process of base construction; talks about transferring to Eniwetok Atoll

in January of 1944; discusses the roles of women in the USMC; speaks @bguibcharged

from the USMC in September of 1945; comments on the changes in Southern California over the
twentieth century; relates feelings about the closure of El Toro and how it should be

remembered.



El Toro Marine Corps Air Station Oral History Project Abstracts

OH 3545.1
Narrator: Campbell, Helen Hannah(b. 19152013
Interviewer: Sarah Davison

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Helen Hannah Camp
Date: May 6, 2007

Language: English

Location: Fountain Valley, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 4ages

This oral history spans 192%907. Bulk dates: 194€K975.

An oral history with Helen Hannah Campbell, resident of Fountain Valley, California, longtime
resident of Southern California, and former member of the United States Marine Corps (USMC).

This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral

History Project for California State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public

History. This purpose of this interview wasgather information regdmgCa mp b el | 6 s
experiences at and around El Toro. This interview includes discussion about growing up as the
daughter of a professional baseball player, living on a ranch in California, and attending Whittier
High School in Whittier, California; speakbaut working for the Wrigley family of chewing

gum fame, as well as managing a womends baseb
enlisting in the USMC,; discusses athletic opportunities for women at El Toro; recalls her

involvement with USMC recruitmenshares memories of rationing during World War 1I; details
womenodos baseball games in Muskegon and Mil wau
downtown Los Angeles to Marines at El Toro; describes local transportation in Southern

California; illuminges the hierarchy of rank structure and dating fellow Marines; talks about
potenti al base cemetery; involvement with a w
WOSO [Woman Officer Service Officers]; talks about her life after retirement, and hentcur
involvement with the USMC.
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OH 3545.2

Narrator: Campbell, Helen Hannah

Interviewer: Sarah Davison

Title: AA SeQ@roanld Hi story with Helen Campbell o
Date: August 4, 2007

Language: English

Location: Fountain Valley, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 20 pages

This oral history spans 194%09. Bulk dates: 194B975.

A second oral history with Helen Campbell, resident of Fountain Valley, California, and former
member of the United Statesalkine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of
theEl ToroMarine Corps Air Station (MCASDral HistoryProject for California State

University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview
wastogathe i nf or mati on regarding Camphlegnniogs exper
after World War Il. This interview includes discussion about spending another year in the
USMC after theend of World War I, recalling her return home to Whittier, California
comments on wartime shoregof gas, hosiery, butter, pgpeaks about taking a job as a
chaperone for the AlAmerican Girls League based in Muskegon, Michigan; recalls a trip to
Havana, Cuba, with the Girls Leagwemments on the antics of the tega@irls she

chaperoned and how the USMC prepared her for this position; speaks about returning to
California in 1951 and being called back to datjhe start of the Korean War; discusses

working as a WOS@Woman Officer Service Officgrspeaks about aetion to femaléarines;
remembers the social life of Women Reserves, including visits to bars in Laguna Beach;
expresses r egrueand rememikers thd siaff dub fondly;lexpkins the
nicknames she gained in the USMC,; discusses her retitsinom the USMC in 1975.
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OH 3546
Narrator: Scully, Thomas(b.1924)
Interviewer: Sarah Davison

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Thomas Scull yo
Date: April 24, 2007

Language: English

Location: California State University, Fullertofryvine Campus

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 25 pages

This oral history spans 192D07. Bulk dates: 194€960.

An oral history withThomas F. Scullyresident of Los Angeles, California, aretired member

of the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted for the El Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton
and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpéski®interview was tgather
informationregardingcul | yds experiences at and around
discussion about joining the USMC at a young age and attending boot camp in Parris Island,
North Carolina; describes life at El Toracluding living in the barracks, entertainment and
recreation, duties at the base, and the surrounding community; comments on camaraderie in the
USMC,; discusses the impact of gas rationing during World War Il; comments on the
transformation and developmesftOrange County, California.

E
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OH 3547

Narrator: Nelson, Vera(b. 1919)

Interviewer: Brenda Arreola

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Vera Nel sono
Date: April 27, 2007

Language: English

Location: Oceanside, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 18 pages
This oral history spans 1942®07. Bulk dates: 1940s.

An oral history withVera Nelson, resident of Oceanside, California, former member of the

Uni ted States Mari ne Co andwife Offor@déd@embaNofthe n6s Res
USMC, Clarence NelsofOH 3541) This interview was conducted as part of the EIl Toro

Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton

and the Center for Oral and Public Histo The purpose of this interview was to gather

i nformation regarding Nelsonds experiences at
discussion about growing up in Lancaster, Texas; talks about her experiences as an

administrative assistant beforring the USMC; remembers recruitment posters and her

decision to join the USMC; comments on how the elite reputation of Marines drew her to the

USMC, speaking about how this became an a part of her own identity; describes experiences at
boot camp in Campejeune, North Carolina, and her interim position at Cherry Point, North

Carolina, where she suffered from fever and homesickness; speaks about transferring to Naval

Air Station North Island in San Diego, California, and then to El Toro in June of 16tisd

her life and work at El Toro, remembering muster roll, her position in payroll, and the

camaraderie in the USMC; compares the treatment of the Military by civilians during World War

Il with that of the Irag War; discusses the economic benefitsraingein the USMC, including

healthcare and wages; recounts her a story about her first husband, Ray Gilpin, and Charles
Lindberg; reflects on her initial and current impressions of El Toro, including her anticipation of

the opening of the Orange Countye@t Park.
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OH 3548
Narrator: Shumway, Faye(b. 1918)
Interviewer: Kira A. Gentry

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Faye Shumwayo
Date: May 11, 2007

Language: English

Location: California State University, Fullerton

Project: El Toro MarineCorps Air Station

Status: completed28 pages

This oral history spans 194807. Bulk dates: 1940s.

An oral history with Faye Shumwasgsident of Tustin, Californiandformer member of the

United StatesMarm Cor ps ( USMC) WasnmeniéwswadRtensluetedvas part

of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State
University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview
was to gather information regarding Shuanw 6 s e x p e raroend Eld@o This and
interview includes discussion about growing up on a farm in North Carolina, speaking about the
Depression; recalls the effect of advertising on her decision to join the USMC; remembers boot
camp training at CamLejeune, North Carolina, speaking about an emotional graduation day;
talks about being stationed at El Toro, recalling the troop train to California, as well as her first
impressions of the base; tells about her assignment in the canopy shop, radaHirfigrr

Women Reserves; relays the story of her engag
mess hall at El Toro; discusses interactions with civilians in Orange County, California; shares
feelings about Pearl Harbor, as well as losing her boyfngmen he was shot down over Saipan;
describes an average day at El Toro; comments on women in the USMC; discusses dress codes
for Women Reserves, speaking about the beauty parlors at El Toro, and wearing Elizabeth Arden
makeup; recalls liberty in Southe@alifornia, speaking about USO (United Service

Organization) Clubs, the Brown Derby, the Roosevelt Hotel, and the Ambassador Hotel; talks
about dating at El Toro; recalls marrying her husband in the chapel at El Toro; shares her
feelings of being dischaegl from of the USMC in 1946, and her transition to civilian life;

discusses the changes and development of Orange County through the years; comments on El
Torods impact on Orange County.
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OH 3549
Narrator: Forrest, Shelby(b. 1923)
Interviewer: Maria Carrillo

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Shel by Forresto
Date: May 19, 2007

Language: English

Location: Upland, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 31 pages

This oral history spans 1929007. Bulk date: 1940s1950s.

An oral history with Shelby Forrest, resident of Upland, California, reticdohelin the United

States Marine Corps (USMC3nd husband of Gloria Forrd€H 3586) This interview was

conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps Aati8n (MCAS) Oral History Project for

California State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose

of this interview was tgather information regardirgor r est 6 s experi ences at
Toro. This interview includs discussion about growing up in Arkansas during the Depression;

speaks about joining CPT (Civilian Pilot Training) while in college, and his decision to join the

United States Navy, becoming a Marine after initial training; recalls basic training ielChap

Hill, North Carolina, Glenview, lllinois, and Corpus Christi, Texas; speaks about being stationed

at El Toro and in Ewa, Hawaii; describes wartime experiences, including the Pacific Theater of

World War Il, and at Wonsan during the Korean War; talksiaibtaying in the USMC Reserves

after World War Il and being called to serve in the Korean War; details the benefits of the Gl

Bill, and speaks about his career as an educator; describes the beginnings of El Toro,
remembering that the Hotel LagunawasBh@c hel or Of fi cersd Quarters;
racial, and community relations at El Toro.

10
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OH 3550
Narrator: Jensen, Harvey(b. 1921)
Interviewer: Robert Miller

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Harvey Jenseno
Date: May 24, 2007

Language: English

Location: Home of Harvey Jensen in Dana Point, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 28 pages

This oral history spans 192007. Bulk dates: 1948974.

An oral history withHarvey L. Jensen, longtinresident of Orange County, California, retired
colonel in the United States Marine Corps (USM&)d husband of Joyce Jeng@i 3570)

This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral
History Project for Californi&tate University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public
History. The purpose of this interview wasg@ather information regardinfe nsends exper i
at and around El Toro. This interview includes discussion about growing up on a farm in lowa
during the Depression; speaks about joining the Naval Flight Program after Pearl Harbor,
detailing his training; describes first impression of El Toro and the surrounding community;
reflects on the expansion and development of El Toro and Orange Countyentsron the
relationship between the Marines at El Toro and the civilian community; recounts training and
missions in various aircraft during World War Il and the Korean War; speaks about tenure in the
RAF [Royal Air Force] exchange program; reflects loa tamaraderie in the USMC, and

closure of El Toro.

11
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OH 3551
Narrator: Hughes, Robert(b. 1933)
Interviewer: Janet Tanner

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Robert Hugheso
Date: May 24, 2007

Language: English

Location: Santa AnaCalifornia

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 24 pages

This oral history spans 193%07. Bulk dates: 1955979.

An oral history withRobert Hughes, resident of Santa Ana, California, and retired member of the
United States Ma@ne Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro

Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton
and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was to gather
information regarding Hughesd6 experiences at
discussion about growing up in Jersey City, New Jersey, during the Depression; speaks about
joining the USMC at nineteen, looking forward to the challenge of baopchsts leisure

activities available to Marines at El Toro; describes physical fithess as the religion of the USMC,;
shares his view of gender roles in the USMC; talks about the determination of the Korean
citizens during the Korean War; compares the haet War to the Iraq War; speaks about the

period between the Korean and Vietham wars, and his decision to remain in California due to the
climate and lifestyle; reviews changes in USMC training and views on education, speaking about
his use of the Gl Billreflects on the closure of El Toro and its transformation into the Orange
County Great Park.

12



El Toro Marine Corps Air Station Oral History Project Abstracts

OH 3552
Narrator: Petersen, Loretta(b. 1922)
Interviewer: MariaHernandeZigueroa

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Loretta Peterseno
Date: May 26, 2007

Language: English

Location: Costa MesaCalifornia

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 27 pages

This oral history spans 192007. Bulk dates: 1940s.

An oral history withLoretta Petersen, resident of Costa Mesa, California, and former member of
the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the EIl Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State Universitjeifon

and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was to gather
information regarding Petersends experiences
discussion about growing up in Evansville, Indiana, during th@ddsion; comments on the
importance of education and determination in her life; reflects on patriotism during World War
Il, comparing attitudes to today; details her decision to join the USMC, and describes
discrimination while at boot camp; talks aboet kecision to permanently reside in California;
recalls her disgust for the food on base; discusses liberty at El Toro, speaking about trips to
Laguna Beach and Los Angeles, California; recalls the lack of housing for married couples both
on and off basegs well as her discharge from the USMC after getting pregnant; recalls the air
shows at El Toro and her reaction to the closdithe base.

13
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OH 3553
Narrator: DeBolt, Arthur (b.19232009
Interviewer: Maria Carrillo

Title: AAOr al Hi story with Arthur DeBolto
Date: June 2, 2007

Language: English

Location: Los Alamitos, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 40 pages

This oral history spans 1928007. Bulk dates: 1942976.

An oral history wih Arthur DeBolt, resident of Los Alamitos, California, and former pilot in the
United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the EIl Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State Universityefah

and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was to gather
information regarding DeBoltbs experiences at
discussion about growing up in East St. Louis, Missouri, during éped3sion, speaking about

his desire to become a pilot; recounts his training in the USMC, as well as his tour in the South
Pacific during World War II; tells about his rise through the ranks, speaking about becoming a
master tech sergeant; discusseslightfduties while serving in the Korean War and the

transition to the USMC from the USMC Reserves; describes his tenure at El Toral @850

and other bases; discusses resupply missions during the Vietnam War, flying in and out of El
Toro during the la 1960s and early 1970s; describes changes at El Toro and the surrounding
area over the twentieth century; talks about his retirement from the USMC in 1976.

14
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OH 3554
Narrator: Duncan, William (b. 1921)
Interviewer: Kira A. Gentry

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Wi lliam Duncano
Date: June 6, 2007

Language: English

Location: Dana Point, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 17 pages

This oral history spans 192007. Bulk dates: 194€K970s.

An oral history withWilliam Duncan, resident of Dana Point, California, and retired member of

the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the EIl Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California Staéversity, Fullerton

and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was to gather
information regarding Duncanb6s experiences at
discussion about working as a Landing Signal Offit&Q) at El Toro and other bases,
remembering near crashes and close calls; recalls his training on various aircraft, including
Grumman Wildcats, Corsairs, and helicopters; comments on USMC marriage policies, speaking
about the lack of married housing orsbadescribes his marriage ceremony at Camp Pendleton;
recalls his involvement in sports and recreational activities at El Toro through his role as coach
to the track and field team; discusses the impact of the USMC on his life over his twenty years of
sewice; reflects on the economic benefits and prestige that El Toro brought to Orange County,
California; describes El Toro as the main base and hub for USMC bases in Southern California;
details the transformation of Orange County over the twentieth century

15
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OH 3555

Narrator: Clark, George(bwe3d)!l i am AaBill o

Interviewer: Brenda Arreola

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with George William 0B
Date: June 5, 2007

Language: English
Location: Tustin, California
Project: El ToroMarine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 14 pages
This oral history spans 194807. Bulk dates: 194Y950s.

An oral historywithGeor ge Wil liam ABill 6 Clark, |ifelong
retired member of the United States Mar@&ps (USMC) and the Marine Corps Band. This

interview was conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History

Project for California State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History.

The purpose of thisther vi ew was to gather information r eq
around El Toro. This interview includes discussion about growing up in Los Angeles,

California, speaking about musical and military family traditions; recalls the impact of Pearl

Harba on Southern California; remembers boot camp, speaking about joining the USMC band

and receiving further musical training; comments on women in the USMC; describes recreational
activities and housing accommodations at El Toro; recounts varies eventgpandrees

related to his involvement with the USMC band; reflects on changes in Southern California over

the twentieth century.

16
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OH 3556

Narrator: McGuire, Robert (b. 19202017

Interviewer: Janet Tanner

Title: AAn Or alwi HihstRobyrt McGuireo
Date: June 6, 2007

Language: English

Location: Orange, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 16 pages
This oral history spans 192D07. Bulkdates: 1943.959.

An oral history withRobert McGuire, resident of Orange, California, former pilot in the United
States Marine Corps (USMCand father of Randall MillgfOH 3613) This interview was
conducted as a part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for
California State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose
of this interview was to gather information r
Toro. This interview includes discussion about growing up in laméaMissouri during the
Depression; shares memories of Pearl Harbor and global politics in the 1940s; speaks about
joining the USMC in 1943, attending boot camp in Pensacola, Florida, and operational training
in Jacksonville, Florida; remembers life atTglro, recalling divebomber training; talks about
serving in the South Pacific during World War II, speaking about his duties at Bikini Island
during nuclear bomb testing at the site; shares about life after leaving the USMC.

17
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OH 3557.1
Narrator: Buford, Ernest i P a(b.®9232013
Interviewer: Maria Carrillo

Title: AAn Or al Hi st edBwuwdwirtdido Er nest
Date: June 9, 2007

Language: English

Location: Laguna Woods, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 33 pages

This oral history spans: 192%07. Bulk dates: 1941948.

An or al hi story with Ernest #APato Buford, res
member of the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conductad af p

the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State

University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview

was togather information regardirgu f or d 6 s e x p @und E Tocoe Bhis mterviemvn d ar
includes discussion about growing up in rural Mississippi during the Depression, speaking about
schooling, employment, and dreams of flying; shares memories about Pearl Harbor while

attending the University of Mississippi; iekhbout enrolling in the Aviation Cadet Program, and

speaks in detail about flight training; talks about being selected for the USMC, and reminiscing
about the trip to Cherry Point, North Carolina; describes living at Cherry Point, speaking about

the basghousing, and duties; tells about different aircraft he flew during his career, recounting

their capabilities and firepower; talks about waiting for orders to fly to England, but being sent to
MCAS Mojave, California, to prepare for fighting in the Paxcifheater; shares about practicing

carrier takeoffs and landings in Santa Barbara, California; comments on his first impressions of
California; talks about the differences between Mojave and Santa Barbara, speaking about size,
housing, and entertainmenégmembers taking the U.S Gape Gloucesteio Ewa, Hawaii, in

April of 1945; recalls being in Okinawa when World War Il ended; talks about weathering a

typhoon in Okinawa, having to stake down planes with gun barrels; recounts training in Cherry
Point, Soth America, and Africa after World War Il; shares about experiences in the Persian

Gulf in 1948; briefly mentions receiving orders for El Toro in 1949.

18
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OH 3557.2
Narrator: Buford, Ernest i P a(b.®9232013
Interviewer: Maria Carrillo

Title: AA Second Oral dHPBmdoywdwi th Ernest
Date: June 16, 2007

Language: English

Location: Laguna Woods, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 37 pages

This oral history spans: 192807. Bulk dates: 1948963.

A second or al hi story with Ernest fAPato Bufor
former member of the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as

part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Priofec California State

University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview
was to gather information regarding Bufordés
includes discussion about coming to BIrd in 1949 and becoming an aide to General Field

Harris, as well as living in Laguna Beach, California; recalls the beginnings of the Korean War

and anticipation for an early resolution; shares about the Battle of Chosin Reservaoir,

remembering conditiorsnd tactics; talks about different aircraft he flew during the Korean War,
including jets; speaks about returning to El Toro in the 1950s, comparing it to other bases; shares
about meeting his wife at El Toro, marrying a week later at the chapel on lsasissds leaving

El Toro for weather school in Corpus Christi, Texas, and then Miami; recalls training instructors
how to teach while in Quantico, Virginia, comments on the growth of Orange County,

California, and its effect on El Toro; speaks about rétgrito El Toro in 1957 as the executive

officer, commanding officer, and head of the Special Weapons Training Unit; talks about

returning to school in 1960 to finish his degree in social science at California State University,
Long Beach; remembers accetiorders in 1961 tthe staff of Commander Naval Air Forces

Pacific Fleet [COMNAVAIRPAC], in San Diego, California; discusses attending night school,

then taking jobs with the City of Los Angeles and the City of Santa Ana; shares opinions on the
closure & El Toro and the development of the Orange County Great Park.

19
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OH 3558
Narrator: Porter, Charles (b. 1924)
Interviewer: Kira A. Gentry

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Charles Portero
Date: June 11, 2007

Language: English

Location: SantaAna, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 14 pages

This oral history spans the 1930890. Bulk dates: 1942950s.

An oral history withCharles Porter, longtime resident of Orange County, California, and retired
membe of the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of

the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State

University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purposes aftigriview

was to gather information regarding Porterés
includes discussion about growing up in Akron, Ohio, during the Depression, speaking about a
lifelong love of airplanes; recalls Pearl Harbor asceifect on patriotism; remembers his

inability to join the Army Air Force and subsequent enlistment in the USMC; speaks about his

formal and practical training in civil engine
education and maturatioopmments on housing and recreational opportunities at El Toro;
di scusses EI Torobés economic influence on the

development of Orange County; describes his business ventures, saying he was one of the first
Laundromat ownes in Southern California.
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OH 3559
Narrator: Herlihy, George (b. 1920)
Interviewer: Kira A. Gentry

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with George Herlihyo
Date: June 12, 2007

Language: English

Location: Santa Ana, California

Project: El ToroMarine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 17 pages

This oral history spans 192D09. Bulk dates: 1941962.

An oral history withGeorge Herlihy, resident of Santa Ana, California, retired member of the
United States Marine Corps (USMC), and hushaindoberta HerlihnfOH 3699) This

interview was conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station Oral History Project for
California State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose
of this interview was to gather information regardirgHl i hy 6 s experiences at
Toro. The interview includes discussion about growing up in rural Tucson, Arizona, during the
Depression; briefly speaks about his employment in the United States Cavalry before joining the
United States Navy in 194digetails his two decades of military service as a USMC pilot; reviews
overseas flight missions in Okinawa, Japan, Engibi Island, three tours in Guadalcanal, and the
Korean War, discussing radar pickup patrols against suicide bombers at Okinawa, amdenightti
intruder missions; shares memory of being shot down over Munda in the South Pacific, hiding
with natives and escaping by canoe while under fire; discusses changes at El Toro over the
course of his assignments there; describes an average workday ab;Epeaks about living
accommodations at El Toro, saying that he lived in a Quonset Hut and then bought a home off
base in Orange, California, in 1948; reviews recreational activities at EI Toro, remembering
gambling; lists various decorations, includmgdals, citations, and the Purple Heart; discusses

his inclusion in historical publications; mentions his careers after the USMC, including working
with Rockwell International, and owning a small business.

21



El Toro Marine Corps Air Station Oral History Project Abstracts

OH 3560
Narrator: Hall, Billy (b.1926)
Interviewer: Juan Silva

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Billy Hallo
Date: June 14, 2007

Language: English

Location: Santa Ana, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 15 pages

This oral historyspans 1922007. Bulk dates: 194aK970s.

An oral history with Billy Hall, resident of Santa Ana, California, and retired member of the

United States Marine Corps (USMCJhis interview was conducted as part of the El Toro

Marine Corps Air Station (MCASDral History Project for California State University, Fullerton

and the Center for Oral and Public Histoihe purpose of this interview was to gather
information regarding Hal | dlsisirgeripveinciudesices at a
discussion abut growing up in rural Texas during the Depression; speaks about joining the

USMC in 1941 at the age of fifteen; talks about joining aviation after boot camp, going to radio
school and becoming a radioman; recalls flight training at North Island in &go,Zalifornia,

and Jacksonville, Florida; talks about instructing Canadian pilots in radio code at Jacksonville;
discusses joining Marine Air Groudl, preparing for combat; recalls experiences in the Pacific

Theater of World War Il, including a beacmthng at Guadalcanal under enemy fire, night raids

on Vella Lavella Island, and perilous flight operations and raids; recalls flying in aircraft such as

the Douglas SBD Dauntless and the Grumman TBF Avenger, describing each plane; comments

on time spent iMustralia for R&R (rest and recuperation); discusses being transferred to El

Toro in the summer of 1944; speaks about living at El Toro, describing the base and surrounding
community talks about becoming a second lieutenant in the United States Arnkngvas a
communications officer; comments on his retirement in Orange County, California, after the

Vietnam War; shares about his involvement in organizations such as the Aero Club, as well as
becoming president of t lefectsReat El ed oOfofébisce mpa@cA
County.

22



El Toro Marine Corps Air Station Oral History Project Abstracts

OH 3561
Narrator: Titterud, Stan (19202009
Interviewer: Juan Silva

Title: AAn Or al Ibfars Titterudy wi t h
Date: June 152007

Language: English

Location: Santa AnaCalifornia

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed 20 pages

This oral history spans 192D09. Bulk dates: 1940970.

An oral history withStan Titterugresident of Santa Ana, California, and reticetbnel inthe

United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the EIl Toro

Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton

and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of tieisziaw was to gather
information regarding Titterudbds experiences
discussion about growing up in Fillmore County, Minnesota, during the Depression; speaks

about briefly moving to Southern California to attébhaffee Community College, transferring

to the University of Minnesotads School of Bu
discusses patrticipating in Naval flight training at W.@Hamberlain Airport in Minnesota in

order to avoid being dradtl during World War Il; recalls joining the USMC in July of 1940;

describes duty stations, includi@dperry Point, North Carolin&ganta Barbara, California, and

El Toro; shares memories of his timethe South Pacificncluding his stay on the islandt o

Malawi and Bougainville descr i bes t,hoe afinsdh ebl e i bBagiriks Sasidt i ucanl e d
andSolomon Islands as the Executive Officercalls returning home ih945 marrying and

being transferred tQuantico, Virginiatalks about several fligh over the San Jacinto

Mountains and up and down the west coastiembers celebrations in Santa Ana at the end of

World War II; and finally, recalls his last posting at El Toro, and his retirement from the USMC

in 1970.
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OH 3562
Narrator: Vance, Johnnie(1921-2009
Interviewer: Robert Miller

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Johnnie Vanceo
Date: June 6, 2007

Language: English

Location: Mission Viejo, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 19 pages

This oral history spans 192007. Bulk dates: 1941973.

An oral history withJohnnie Vance, resident of Mission Viejo, California, and retired member of
the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as a part of the El Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton
and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was to gather
information regarding Vancebs eyegwenclidesnces at
discussion about growing up in Cotter, Arkansas, during the Depression; speaks about his
involvement in CPT (Civilian Pilot Training), and joining the USMC after Pearl Harbor in 1941;
remembers his first duty station in St. Louis, Missouansferring to El Toro in 1943; shares his

first impressions of El Toro and Southern California, remembering the ocean, orange groves, and
bean fields; talks about his tours in the South Pacific during World War 1l; explains that he
became a flight instraior after World War IlI; discusses his experiences during the Korean and
Vietnam Wars, including participating in the Tet Offensive; shares work experience at Marine
Corps Headquarters; comments on the growth and development of Southern California over the
twentieth century; tells about travelling across the country and relocating to Southern California
after his retirement from the USMC.
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OH 3563
Narrator: Buzan, Pauline(b. 192062012
Interviewer: MariaHernandeZigueroa

Title: AAOr al Hi story with Pauline Buzano
Date: June 18, 2007

Language: English

Location: Laguna Woods, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 59 pages

This oral history spans 192D07. Bulk dates: 1940s.

An oral history withPauline Buzan, resident of Laguna Woods, California, and former member

of the United States Marine Corps (USMC) Wome
part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State
University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview

was to gather information regarding Buzands e
includes discussion about Isgeaks gbeutgeowihgudin e mi gr a
New York City during the Depression; recalls her involvement with the Slovenian Catholic
community through the Brooklyn Tamburitza Orchestra, choirs, and theater; comments on her
political awareness before Pearl Harbor, remembéXazi propaganda in a German community;

tells about her involvement in Civilian Defense and working for the Office of Censorship; details

her work experience after secretary school; talks about her motivations for joining the USMC in

1942; rememberspost i ons she held in the USMC, includir
department in Washington, D.C., as a cook at El Toro, and as a typist working on the flying

manual; describes life at El Toro, recalling social activities, relationships with her sugagors,

USO (United Service Organization) in Laguna Beach, California, and the emotional and physical
strain of missions on pilots; speaks about staying in Orange County, California, with her husband
after being discharged from the USMC,; recalls her variolsteer activities, speaking about

working in the United States Peace Corps.
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OH 3564
Narrator: Lewis, Jessdb. 1922)
Interviewer: Sarah Davison

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Jesse Lewiso
Date: June 23, 2007

Language: English

Location: Coto de Caza, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed30 pages

This oral history spans 192007. Bulk dates: 1945955.

An oral history with Jessie Lewis, longtime resident of Southern California, and former
lieutenantcolonel in the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as

part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State
University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The pungidbes interview

was togather information regardinge wi s 6 experiences at and arour
includes discussion about growing up in Marion, lllinois, during the Depression, and enlisting in

the Naval Aviation Cadet Program; describeson facilities in Evanston, lllinois, Corpus

Christi, Texas, and MCAS Cherry Point in detail; talks about life at El Toro, speaking about

flying Corsairs and F3 airplans, as well as living in Wherrgousing in the 1940s and 1950s;

comments on the imlvement of the USMC in the Korean War, describing battlefield
conditions; speaks about the Officersdé Club a
during the 1950s; discusses his career as a pilot for American Airlines, as well as rejoining the
Marine Air Reserve program; speaks about the early jet aviation program in the USMC,
including the introductionof K3 s as an fighter jet; briefly co
closure had on retired aviators in Southern California, speaking aboastheflamenities.
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OH 3565
Narrator: Griffiths, Susan (b. ca. 1920)
Interviewer: Kira A. Gentry

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Susan Griffithso
Date: June 20, 2007

Language: English

Location: Escondido, California

Project: El ToroMarine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 24 pages

This oral history spans 192@907. Bulk dates: 1940960s.

An oral history withSusan Griffiths, residemtf Escondido, Californiajivorced spouse of a

former member of the United States Marine Corps (USM&9 mother of Lilian Coop€OH

3617) Thisinterview was conducted as part of the Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) El Toro

Project for California State University, Fullerton ahé Center for Oral and Public History.

The purpose of this interview was to gather i
around El Toro. This interview includes discussion about growing up on a dairy in Southern
California; recounts meet her husband, a Marine, at the beach, before he was sent to the

Pacific Theater of World War II; talks about military family life, recalling her time at El Toro,

Parris Island, South Carolina, and in Massachusetts; details base housing at El Tomg speaki

about living in a Quonset Hut, including decorating round walls, monthly rent, and laundry

service; discusses amenities at El Toro, including swimming pools, a movie theater, PX,

commi ssary, medical <care, and s cisieandorfamily c o mme n
housing overseas; discusses hehexs bandés gi ft for recruitment;
military homes, detailing her divorce; discusses the effect of a military life on children; reviews
impact of El Toro on the Orange CounBalifornia community.
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OH 3566
Narrator: Rawlings, Arthur (b. 1922)
Interviewer: Kira A. Gentry

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Arthur Rawlingso
Date: June 21, 2007

Language: English

Location: California State University, Fulteon, Irvine Campus

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 30 pages

This oral history spans 192007. Bulk dates: 194€K950s.

An oral history with Arhur Rawlings, resident of Lakewood, California, and formiést in the

United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the EIl Toro

Marine Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton and the

Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interviestov@ather information
regarding Rawlingsd experiences at and around
about growing up in South Bend, Indiana, and Detroit, Michigan; speaks about joining the

United States Navy after high school, beginningtavigaining in 1942 in Cleveland, Ohio, and

Corpus Christi, Texas; describes training methods and equipment used during World War I

combat flight training; talks about El Toro in the 1940s, speaking about flight operations and

living conditions on and ébase, including hotel accommodations; discusses liberty at El Toro,
including visiting the Olympic Hotel in downtown Los Angeles, California; describes the early
USMC helicopter program which used Piasecki A
importance of LighterThantAir hangars to the program; discusses early helicopter operations in

the Korean War, explaining how the USMC helicopter program transformed battlefield

experiences and improved morale; details training and operations for aircrafsshehFdF

Wildcat, F4U Corsair, early Sikorsky helicopters, and Stearman training aircratft.
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OH 3567
Narrat or: Law, James(19202008
Interviewer: Maria Carrillo

Title: A A nral Bistory with James Law

Date: June 26, 2007

Language: English

Location: California State University, Irvine Campus
Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 3pages

This oral history spans 192D07. Bulk dates: 1937962.

An oral history withJames Law, resident of Laguna Beachlfornia, and retired member of the
United States Marine Corps (USMCJhis interview was conducted as part of Bid oro

Marine Corps Air Station (MCASDral HistoryProject for California State University, Fullerton

and the Center for Oral and Publicsktiry. The purpose of this interview was to lgeat
information regarding L awbo.sThisintepview inckides es at an
discussion about growing up in Brooklyn, New York, during the Depression; speaks about
joining the USMC Reserves k937, training in Brooklyn, Quantico, Virginia, and Peekskill,

New York;comments on the entry of the United States into World War II; talks about starting as
an airplane mechanic in the USMC and later becoming a pilot; recalls his first impressions of
California, remembering orange groves during a brief stay at Camp Kearny; speaks about his
time in the South Pacific during World War Il, describing islands, and the censorship of mail;
tells about attending flight school in locations such as Pensacolalé&lmflects upon the

decision to drop the Atomic Bomb on Japan; talks about transferring from Cherry Point, North
Carolina, to El Toro as a senior mechanic assigned to Night Fighter Squadron 542; discusses his
experiences in the Korean War, including cajoty Kimpo Airfield and evacuating wounded

from the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir; tells about his time as sergeant major in lwakuni, Japan;
comments on the development of Orange County, California; discusses life at El Toro,
remembering work, recreatipand community interaction; details his promotion to Base

Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps Bases Western Area; speaks aboutHfuSpiistcareer as

a training instructor with North American Aviation in Downey, California, as well as other
business ventes.
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OH 3568
Narrat or: Smith, Pauline Jonegb. 1923)
Interviewer: Maria Carrillo

Title: A A nral Bistory with Pauline Jones Smith
Date: July 1, 2007

Language: English

Location: Sherman Oaks, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed 57 pages

This oral history spans 1928007. Bulk dates: 1942946.

An oral history with Pauline Jones Smith, resident of Sherman Oaks, California, and former

member of the United States Marine Cofpg SMC) Womends Reserve. Thi
conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for

California State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose

of this interview was tgather information regarding@mi t hés experi ences at a
This interview includes discussion about growing up in Ohio during the Depression, maintaining
familial relationships; speaks about joining the USMC in 1943, remembering boot camp@t C
Lejeune, North Carolina, which included weapons, physical training, and tear gas drills;

describes life at El Toro for women Marines during World War Il, including the dress code, mess

hall, kitchen patrol, training, discipline, living quarters, datisugd social activities; talks about

Santa Ana and Laguna Beach, California, speaking about their relationship to El Toro during

World War Il; remembers transportation at El Toro, including base transportation, as well as

taking the Red Car to downtown LAsigeles; details about her assignment to the Post Office at

El Toro; comments on her return to California in 1952 after six years in Ohio, taking a job at
Marquardt Aircraft; speaks about her brief marriage to Joseph Smith in 1962; talks about

working atUnited California Bank (later First Interstate Bank) from the 1970s to the 1990s;

reflects on the advantages of having served in the USMC, including prestige.
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OH 3569
Narrator: Gaylord, David (b.1926)
Interviewer: Janet Tanner

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with David Gayl ordo
Date: June 18, 2007

Language: English

Location: Bolivar, Missouri

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed 25 pages

This oral history spank9262007. Bulk dates: 1942964.

An oral history withDavid Gaylord, resident of Bolivar, Missouri, retired member of the United
States Marine Corps (USMCand father of Julie Galkin (OH 4619This interview was

conducted as a part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for
California State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose
of this interview was to gather information
Toro. This interview includes discussion about growing up with velsiin St. Louis, Missouri;
speaks about joining the USMC in 1942 at the age of sixteen, attending boot camp in San Diego,
California; talks about his educational experiences, taking the GED (General Educational
Development) test while in the USMC; recdlisnsferring to North Island in San Diego to train

as an aircraft mechanic; describes his experiences in the Pacific Theater of World War Il,
remembering his stay at Guadalcanal and New Hebrides, as well as working as a courier in
lwakuni, Japan; sharexperiences during the Battle of Guadalcanal; briefly mentions painting
Varga girls on the cowlings of aircraft during World War 1lI; speaks about transferring to El Toro
in 1944, working partime in an orange juice factory; explains that he worked watew of

twenty-five women Marines on Corsairs and F6F airplanes at El Toro; talks aboytrrganr

1946, living in Wherryhousing at El Toro, sometimes witnessing airplane accidents with his
family; recounts experiences flying with a nuclear weapon fEboro to San Francisco,

California, to Hawaii; talks about working as a recruitment officer for the USMC in Salina,
Kansas, and Joplin, Missouri; speaks about retiring from the USMC in 1964, selling insurance in
California, and returning to Missouri ir9T6.
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OH 3570
Narrator: Jensen, Joycdb. 1924)
Interviewer: Robert Miller

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Joyce Jenseno
Date: July 2, 2007

Language: English

Location: Dana Point, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 20 pages

This oral history spans 191:2907. Bulk dates: 1948970s.

An oral history withJoyce Jensen, resident of Dana Poimtfjf@rnia, and wife ofetired colonel

in the United States Marine Corps (USMC), Harvey Je(@&h3550) This interview was

conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for

California State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose

of this interview was tgather information regdingJ e nsenés experiences at
Toro. This interview includes discussion about growing up in Sioux City, lowa, during the
Depression; speaks about meeting her husband at a Lutheran Bible Camp in 1939; discusses

Pearl Harbor and its effectoraH vey 0s deci sion to join the USM(
on Corsair air pl an-gearraredravithdahe USMC Hpeaking apdusthraeh i r t y
wars and multiple deployments; talks about moving to El Toro in 1945, briefly working as a

secreary in the hiring office; comments on the stress of being separated from her husband while

he was overseas; shares about | ife at EI Toro
shopping, medical care, and living iIANIAR housing off base; recallee community of

Orange County, California, remembering orange groves and a lack of freeways; briefly speaks

about moving around the United States and overseas, mentioning Cherry Point, North Carolina,

the War College in Montgomery, Alabama, Senior Scho®@uantico, Virginia, and England,;

briefly discusses the clogmit community of USMC wives and families at El Toro; briefly

mentions watching air shows at El Toro, remembering the Blue Angels stunt team; speaks about

her involvement in the community, tatiy about her participation with Gloria Dei Lutheran

Church in Dana Point.
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OH 35711
Narrator: Austin, Marshall (b. 19242010
Interviewer: Brenda Arreola

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Marshall Austino
Date: July 6, 2007

Language: English

Location: Laguna Woods, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed?21 pages

This oral history spans 192D07. Bulk dates: 194€K950s.

An oral history withMarshall Austin, residerdf Laguna Woods, California, and retired member

of the United States Marine Corps (USMQis interview was conductexs part othe El Toro

Marine Corps AirStation(MCAS) Oral History Project fo€alifornia State University, Fullerton

and the Center for 1@l and Public History.The purpose of this interview was to gather

informationr egar di ng Austindés experiences at and ar
discussion about growing up in Chicago, lllinois, and Long Beach, California; shares memories

of Pearl Harbor, and joining the Merchant Marines after graduating from high school; speaks

about joining the United States Navy as an aviation cadet in 1942; discusses flight training

school, learning to fly Stearman and Corsair aircraft in Prescott, Axi&an Francisco,

California, and Jacksonville, Florida; speaks about transferring to the USMC as a second
lieutenant; shares experiences in the Pacific Theater of World War Il, remembering being sent to
Okinawa, Japan, to face kamikaze fighters; rechlisg over Nagasaki, Japan, observing the
destruction caused by the atom bomb; talks about transferring to Quantico, Virginia, to attend
Amphibious Warfare School; shares about meeting his wife in Torrance, California,

corresponding for a year and marryimgmments on the separation of families during

deployments, explaining that he missed the birth of his son; speaks about life at El Toro,

including entertainment at the Officr s & CI| u b a n dhodsingwandingantanaWh er r y
California; briefly menbns attending legal school in Newport, Rhode Island; comments on the
interaction between El Toro and the surrounding community; shares experiences while stationed

in Guam, saying that he lived with his wife in a Quonset Hut on base.
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OH 3571.2
Narrator: Austin, Marshall (b. 19242010
Interviewer: Brenda Arreola

Title: A A S eQral Higdory withMarshall Austir
Date: July9, 2007

Language: English

Location: Laguna WoodsCalifornia

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed 19 pages

This oral history spans 194@907. Bulk dates: 194a<970s.

A secondoral history withMarshall Austin, residerdf Laguna Woods, California, and retired

member of the United States Marine Corps (USMO)is interview was conductea$ part of

the El Toro MarineCorps AirStation(MCAS) Oral History Project fo€alifornia State

University, Fullertorand the Center for Oral and Public Histoiyhe purpose of this interview

was togather informationregamgAu st i nés experiences at and ar
includes discussion about living at El Toro, speaking about transportation, schooling, and
entertainment; speaks about transferring to Cherry Point, North Carolina, as a flight instructor,

andto Newport, Rhode Island, for Naval Justice School; shares experiences during the Korean

War, detailing bombing missions, living quarters, cooperation with international troops, picking

up American prisoners of war, and receiving the Distinguished Fiogs; talks about

becoming the provost marshal at El Toro after returning from the Korean War, explaining his

duties; mentions that he was promoted to a major and placed in charge of all the manpower for

El Toro, Camp Pendleton, Twentynine Palms, Califmrand Yuma, Arizona; remembers his

time as Marine Corps Aide to the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Aviation; briefly speaks

about receiving his degree from the University of Nebraska at Omaha, then being transferred to
lwakuni, Japan, and then reting to Corpus Christi, Texas, as the commanding officer of the

Marine Aviation Detachment there; recalls retiring from the USMC in 1969, receiving his
masterodos degree from California State Univers
School inSanta Ana, California.
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OH 3572

Narrator: Jensen, Marilyn (b. 1933)

Interviewer: Kira A. Gentry

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Marilyn Jenseno
Date: July 9, 2007

Language: English

Location: Orange California

Project: El Toro Marine @rps Air Station

Status: completed 25 pages
This oral history spans 1939007. Bulk dates: 194€950s.

An oral history with Marilyn Jensemesidenpf Orange, Californiaand daughter of a former

manager for the Irvine RanciThis interview wagondcted as part of the El Toro Marine

Corps AirStation(MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton. The

purpose of this interview was to gather information regardign s en6s experi ences
El Toro and the Irvine &ch. This interview includes discussion about growing up on the Irvine
Ranch, speaking about her parentso emigration
hearing air traffic from El Toro in her classrooms at the Irvine School; remembers $atatral

accidents at El Toro, finding bodies and wreckage on Irvine land; comments on family housing

at El Toro; remembers visiting El Toro as a civilian, staying with friends on base and watching
movies in the movie theater; shares about experiences dMorild War Il, remembering

rationing, air raid drills, blackout curtains, Victory gardens, news coverage, and that her father

was the warden in charge of the packinghouse; talks about agricultural employment in

midcentury Orange County, California, speakabout working in the Irvine Valencia

Packinghouse; briefly discusses interactions with the Irvine family; speaks about farming on the
Irvine Ranch, including oranges and strawberries, as well as frost and smudge pots; talks about
losing friends who movedway from El Toro with their military families; comments on

interactions with minorities on the Irvine Ranch and in school; discusses postwar growth in

Orange County, talking about real estate and the aerospace industry; tells about her position as

the Orange City Clerk for thirty years.
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OH 3573.1
Narrator: Kerr, Jeannette (b. 19192010
Interviewer: Maria Carrillo

Title: AAn Or al HeamsettedKeay wi t h
Date: July5, 2007

Language: English

Location: Costa MesgaCalifornia

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed 32 pages

This oral history spans 1942007. Bulk dates: 193a960s.

An oral history with Jeannette Kerr of Costa Mesa, resident of Costa Mesa, California, and

former librarian at El Toro. This im@ew was conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps

Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton and the

Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview waatter information

regardingk e r ex@edences at and around El Toro. This interview includes discussion about
growing up in California during the Depressio
with tuberculosis; talks about her first job at a Kress department store in Radadkiornia,

where she met her future husband, John; remembers living in a small apartment in Los Angeles,
California, in the late 1930s; shares her memories of Pearl Harbor, remembering public

sentiment; discusses World War 1l, speaking about blackotdins, and communicating with

her husband while he was overseas with Lockheed Martin Corporation then the United States

Army; tells about returning to Southern California in 1958 and attending Orange Coast College,

and then the University of Californ,bo s Angel es for a master s deg
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OH 3573.2
Narrator: Kerr, Jeannette (b. 1919)
Interviewer: Maria Carrillo

Title: AA Second Or al Hi story with Jeanette Ke
Date: July 12, 2007

Language: English

Location: Costa MesaCalifornia

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 27 pages

This oral history spans 192®007. Bulk dates: 1971982.

A second oral history with Jeannette Kerr, resident of Costa Mesa, California, and former

librarian at El Toro. This interew was conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air

Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton and the Center

for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview wagatber information regarding

K e r exfegences at and around El Toro. This interview includes discussion about attending
Orange Coast College, California State University, Long Beach, and University of California,

Los Angeles, speaking about the financial and personal difficulties irvacheg her mast er
degree in library science; recalls Costa Mesa in the 1950s, talking about the lack of available
housing; speaks about her employment history, working at Orange Coast College, Chapman
University, and even typing at night, while her husbawndked as a psych technician at the

Fairview State Hospital; recalls meeting Marines from El Toro who came to Chapman to work

on their mastero6s theses; shares her first i m
describes acquiring a positioa the librarian at El Toro, remembering C.B. Wright, the head of

Special Services, and a long application process; describes an average day working at the El

Toro library, speaking about the disorganization and the challenge; discusses the wide range of
Special Services at El Toro, including the golf course, movie theater, and childcare; briefly

mentions Vietnamese refugees at El Toro during the 1970s; recalls a 1985 air show at El Toro
where a plane hit the chapel and missed the library; shares her ®oéii#3 oro and the base

library.
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OH 3574

Narrator: Salera, Maria Teresa(b. 1939)

Interviewer: MariaHernandeZigueroa

Title: AAn Or al Hi st or yalwirtaltb Mari a Teresa S
Date: July 7, 2007

Language: Spanish

Location: Santa AnaCalifornia

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 3pages

This oral history spans 1932007. Bulk dates: 194€960s.

An oral history withMaria Teresa Salera, resident of Santa Ana, Califoamd wife of a former

member othe United States Marine Corps (USMCJhis interview was conducted as part of

the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State

University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of #ngemt

was togather information regardifga |l er aés experiences at and arc
includes discussion about growing up in Tepic
babysitting in Nayarit and Hermosillo, as well as working as#ress in a restaurant called

Tepatlitan in Cacho, Tijuana; speaks about immigrating to the United States, travelling on a
seventytwo hour visa and deciding to stay; tells about marrying her husband, a Philygpme

Marine, who fought in World War World War Il, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War; talks
about Vitalianobés assignment c¢cleaning and ass
USMC bases with her husband, including some near San Francisco and Oceanside, California, as
well as El Torospeaks about the living on base at EIl Toro, remembering strict rules of

cleanliness, monthly home inspections, dinner parties, neighbors from around the world, and
available services; remembers the Navy Relief Program, speaking of how it helped her family

di scusses buying a home in Santa Ana during t
janitor for theSanta Ana Registeafter leaving the USMC, as well as her own employment in a

factory; comments on her integration into American society thrétggbn USMC bases,

including learning how to drive and speak English.
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OH 3574
Narradora: Salera, Maria Teresa(b. 1939)
Intrevistada Por: MariaHernandeZ-igueroa

Portada: AAn Or al Hi s Teesayalwe t &0 Mar i a
Fecha: July 7, 2007

Lenguaje:  Spanish

Lugar: Santa AnaCalifornia

Tema: Proyecto de Historia Oral de la Base Marina de El Toro
Estatus: editedcompleted 42 pages

This oral history spans 1932007. Bulk dates: 194€960s.

Una historia oral de Maria Teresa Salera, viud¥itiiano Salera de Santa Ana, California.

Esta entrevista fue conducida para el Proyecto de Historia Oral de la Base Marina de El Toro,
Universidad Estatal de California, Fullerton. El propésito de esta entrevista fue para obtener
informacion personal deu experiencia viviendo y criando su familia como esposa de un marino
en la base de El Toro después de la segunda guerra mundial. Especificamente, esta entrevista
recuenta la vida de Maria en su tierra natal, Tepic, Nayarit, Méjico, su inmigracion seldssEs
Unidos, y su integracion a la sociedad americana por gada vida en la base marina;mdre
murié cuando ella tenia doce afios de edad griada por su abuela paterna;rmama vivia con

su segundo esposo y Maria decidio tjabg sobrevivimpor si misma; l&a trabajo cuidando

nifios en Nayarit y Hermosillo, Méjico y eventualmente se movié a una celorfiguana del
nombre Cacho;lktrabajo como mesera en un restaurante llamado Tepaiiizna

eventualmente viajo a Los Angeles con una ds setenta gos horas y decidié quedarse; s

caso con Vitaliano Salera un marino estadouniderngmalmente de las Filipinas| 8r. Salera
peleo en la primera guerra mundial, la segunda guerra mundial, la guekiareany la guerra

de Vietnam; elimpiaba y armaba las armagas}os vivieron en varias bases marinas incluyendo
unas junto a o dentro de SamiRtisco, Oceanside, y El Toray El Toro, ellos wieron en casas
para marinos;l& habla de las reglas estrictas de limpieza, inspecciortesgde mensuales,
fiestas, vecinos de todas partes del munderyicios que El Toro ofreciall@recuerda el
programa d@&lavy Reliefyf como ayudo a su faha cuando necesitaban ayudangoraron una

casa en Santana durante los afios de 1960aeprendo ingles y como manejargdpués de
acabar su término de servicio, el sefior Salera trabajo como agente de limpiezR pgistel/
Maria trabajo en una fabrica.
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OH 3575
Narrator: Sanders, Rogel(1921-2010
Interviewer: Robert Miller

Title: AAn Or al HRogertSandegs wi t h
Date: August 6, 2007

Language: English

Location: Newport Beach, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed42 pages

This oral history spans 192007. Bulk dates: 1941964.

An oral history withRoger Sanders, resident of Newport Beach, California, and retired member
of the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for Californiat8tUniversity, Fullerton

and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview \waghter
informationregardngander sd experiences at and around
discussion about growing up in a rural community.a Jara, Colorado, during the Depression;
shares memories of Japands bombing of Pear|
including the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, Corpus Christi, Texas, and Jacksonville,
Florida; talks abut meeting his future wife while in Hutchinson, Kansas, for flight training;
describes aircraft he flew for the USMC, including the firstfatierican jets at Patuxent River,
Maryland; discusses his wartime experiences during World War I, flying lorgjangsoff the

coast of Japan, losing friends, and flying over the devastation in Nagasaki, Japan; tells about his
duties in Paris, France, as aide to the Commaind€hief Europe during the 1950s; shares first
impressions of Southern California; speaksubiving at El Toro, remembering the social life,

living in Wherryhousing, and the Post Exchange (PX); tells about living in Quonset Huts at
Cherry Point, North Carolina; comments on the relationship between El Toro and Orange
County, California, speakg about the treatment of former Marines; remembers his retirement
from the USMC in 1964, settling in Santa Ana, California; talks about working for Douglas
Aircraft Companyds flight department as an
retiring from the USMC; comments on the strategic importance of El Toro.
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OH 3576
Narrator: Edwards, Leonard (b. 1928)
Interviewer: Robert Miller

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Leonard Edwards
Date: July 13, 2007

Language: English

Location: Balboa Island, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 20 pages

This oral history spans 192807. Bulk dates: 194€K950s.

An oral history withLeonard Edwards, resident of Balboa Island, California, and retired member
of the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton
and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose oirfeisziew was ta@ather
informationregardine d war ds® experiences at and around E
discussion about growing up in Southern California during the Depression; shares memories of
Pearl Harbor, speaking about public opiniofistabout experiences on the homefront during

World War 1l, remembering rationing; speaks about his decision to join the USMC in 1946,
talking about financial and educational opportunities; talks about his boot camp experiences at
Marine Corps Recruit Depin San Diego, California; speaks about transferring to MCAS

Miramar and joining Ground Control Intercept Squadron Air Corps Division (MGCIS), training

in ground control and radar; shares about playing football at Miramar, then being transferred to
El Toro with the rest of the team; comments on the importance of sports to the USMC and El
Toro; details |life at EI Toro, including the
medical facilities, and visiting beer halls in Santa Ana, California; shraemories of the
Lighter-ThanrtAir (LTA) Base in Tustin, California, recalling playing football near the hangars;
discusses radar training and aircraft carrier landings near Saddleback Mountain while at El Toro;
speaks about leaving the USMC after eight@emths as part of the postwar demilitarization,
attending El Camino Junior College in Gardena, California, and transferring to the University of
Arizona on a football scholarship; tells about marrying in 1949 and using the G.I. Bill to
purchase his firdtome; talks about the effect of the USMC on his civilian career, speaking about
joining the Los Angeles City Fire Department in 1955.
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OH 3577
Narrator: Marr, Leland (b. 1919)
Interviewer: Maria Carrillo

Title: AAn Or al Hi stMamry owi t h Lel and
Date: July 17, 2007

Language: English

Location: Seal Beach, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 19 pages

This oral history spans 192®009. Bulk Dates: 1943945.

An oral history withLeland Marr, resident ddeal Beach, California, and former member of the
United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the EIl Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton
and the Center for Orand Public History. The purpose of this interview wagéther

information regardinfar r 6s experiences at and around EI
discussion about growing up in Southern California, enjoying the atmosphere at Venice Beach;
sharesmemories of the Depression, speaking about witnessing poverty; speaks about working at
Douglas Aircraft Company during World War 11, then being inducted into the USMC in 1943,

talks about Pearl Harbor, remembering its effect on Southern California grakhien at

Douglas Aircraft Company; discusses boot camp experiences at Marine Corps Recruit Depot in
San Diego, California; speaks about training as an aviation mechanic at Naval Air Station (NAS)
North Island in San Diego, recalling an average workdzoaglls that all personnel at North

Island were transferred to El Toro in 1945; shares his first impressions of El Toro, remembering
an agricultural area; describes his experiences at El Toro, discussing the barracks and the Post
Exchange (PX); talks abothte difficulty of seeing his family while stationed at North Island and

El Toro; tells about being discharged from the USMC after World War II, and staying at El Toro
as a civilian employee; speaks about the development of Orange County, Californiagover
twentieth century; discusses working as an insurance adjustor for several years before beginning
his own construction company, Leland Pacific.
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OH 3578
Narrator: Raymond, Edmundineil E d d(ly. ca. 1934
Interviewer: MariaHernandeZigueroa

Title: AAn Or al HEidsnuonrdy nwi tOtce@ddy 6 Raymond
Date: July 21, 2007

Language: English

Location: Chino Hills, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 2$ages

This oral history spans 193@907. Bulk dates: 19504960s.

An or al hi story with Edmundine AEddyo Raymond
member of the United States Marine Corps (USM@ mother of Cindy Davi®©H 3717)

This interview was conducted as part of the El Tderine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral

History Project for California State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public
History. The purpose of this interview wasg@ther information regardinga y mond 6 s
experiences at and around El Toro.isTihterview includes discussion about growing up in

Poland and being evacuated to slave labor camps in Russia, speaking about the brutal conditions
and hard work, as well as losing most of her family to illness and starvation; talks about

receiving amnegtfrom Joseph Stalin and traveling to the United States with other orphans; talks
about being sent to a Polish Catholic Orphanage in Buffalo, New York, in 1946, remaining there
until she graduated from high school in 1953; discusses moving to Cleveldaodbé&fbre

joining the USMC in 1953; shares boot camp experiences in Parris Island, South Carolina,
transferring to El Toro as a stenographer and court reporter; shares first impressions of El Toro;
comments on attitudes toward women Marines in the USMibesader community, as well as

race relations at El Toro; speaks about living at El Toro, describing the barradlg\R and
Wherryhousing; tells about her first husband, Robert, a Marine who served in the Korean War
and the Vietnam War; describes diffat duty stations in Quantico, Virginia, and Fort Smith,
Hawaii; talks about her childrends experience
recounts receiving her American citizenship in 1954; tells about her remarriage and return to
California;reflects on the importance of El Toro and military tradition to herself and the United
States.
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OH 3579
Narrator: Brewer, Margaret (b. 1930)
Interviewer: Janet Tanner

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Margaret Brewero

Date: July 18, 2007

Language: English

Location: Springfield, Virginia

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 1’ pages
This oral historyspans 193@008. Bulk datest9521980.

An oral history with Margaret Brewer, resident of Springfield, Virgiaiag the first female

brigadier general in the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as
part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State
University, Fullerton and the Center for OrabldPublic History. The purpose of this interview

was to gather information regarding Brewer's experiences at and around El Toro. This interview
includes discussion about growing up in Michigan; speaks about joining the USMC, recalling
that she met Marinesho were involved in the flag raising ceremony at Iwo Jima, Japan, during
Worl d War 11, as well as her motheroés react
Virginia, and her educational background; speaks about being transferred to El Toro &s 8952
Communications Watch Officer, describing her duties; recalls a lack of housing for women
officers at El Toro, moving to Laguna Beach, California, with friends; discusses the role of
women in the USMC, saying she did not face any obstacles or disatiom as a woman

Marine; briefly speaks about the relationship between El Toro and the surrounding community,
remembering she was the leader of a Girl Scout troop in Laguna Beach; talks about travelling to
NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) confeiaes with the Inspector General to discuss

the role of women in the Military; speaks about her positions as an inspector general, deputy
director, Director of Women Marines, and Director of Public Affairs for the USMC; comments

on the integration of femalanits into the USMC; speaks about her promotion to brigadier

general in 1978, talking about being the first female in this position; tells about retiring from the
USMC in 1980, speaking about her work with the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation; shares her
vi ews on EI Torods closur e, as wel |l as advi
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OH 3580
Narrator: Petersen, Frank(b. 1932)
Interviewer: Janet Tanner

Title: AAn Or al Hriark Pedersgn wi t h
Date: July 19, 2007

Language: English

Location: Stevensville, Maryland

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed 22 pages

This oral history spans 192007. Bulk dates: 1952969.

An oral history withFrank Petersen, resident of Stevensville, Maryland, and the first African
American general in the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as
part of the EIl Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for CalifortageS
University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview
was togather information regardirget er send6s experiences at and &
interview includes discussion about growing up in Topeka, Kars@agmbering segregation

and the effects of the 1954 Supreme Court Baee/n v. Board of Educatigrspeaks about

joining the United States Navy in 1950, attending boot camp in San Diego, California, and
transferring to Treasure Island in the San Frandssog talks about training to become the first
black pilot in the USMC, calling Navy pilot Jesse Brown his inspiration; recalls arriving at El
Toro in 1952, sharing his first impressions of the base; speaks about race relations in the USMC,
talking about bimg arrested on base, as well as serving as race counselor after the Vietnam War;
describes airplane crashes at El Toro; shares experiences in the Korean War, including an air
attack at Sinuiju, North Korea, and being stationed at Kimchaek, remembeeragiittns with

locals; talks about earning the Distinguished Flying Cross; recalls the different planes he flew
during his career; details housing at El Toro, speaking about the differences due to rank and
marital status; talks about changes to El Toronumis return from Korea; shares the story of

how he received a Purple Heart during the Korean War; discusses retiring from the USMC in
1988, working for the DuPont Corporation flight department and speaking about the differences
between the military and goorate America; comments on the difference in wartime experiences
for members of the USMC.
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OH 3581
Narrator: Wehry, Maxine (b. 1923)
Interviewer: Janet Tanner

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Maxine Wehryo
Date: July 22, 2007

Language: English

Location: Gulfport, Florida

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed 38 pages

This oral history spans 1928007. Bulk dates: 194B946.

An oral history with Maxine Wehry, resident of Gulfport, Florida, and former memhbeof

Uni ted States Marine Corps (USMC) Womends Res
of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station Oral History Project for California State University,

Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpiobesanterview was to

gather information regarding Wehry's experiences at and around El Toro. This interview

includes discussion about growing up in Indiana during the Depression, speaking about

economic hardship; speaks about attending beauty schook gorld War II; talks about her
familyés military service, beginning in World
and joining the USMC in 1943; talks about the homefront during World War 11, speaking about
blackout curtains and communicatwgh soldiers; tells about her boot camp experiences in

Camp Lejeune, North Carolina; remembers transferring to El Toro in 1944 to work in the beauty
shop on base, recalling the train ride; details living at El Toro, speaking about daily duties and
recredion, as well as meeting Bing Crosby; talks about women in the USMC, describing dress
regulations, dating practices, and discrimination; remembers that soldiers who had gone AWOL
(Absence without Leave) helped clean the beauty shop at El Toro; talkschhoges at EI Toro

during her time there; speaks about transitioning to civilian life after World War Il, remembering
difficulty finding work, using her weekly government pension, and meeting her husband, Al;

shares her volunteer work with a VA (Veterardmiinistration) Hospital; explains that her old

home in Vincennes, Indiana, is now a museum honoring Red Skelton, who was also raised there;
shares how she feels El Toro should be remembered.
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OH 35&
Narrator: Gibson, Rosina(b. 1921)
Interviewer: Janet Tanner

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Rosina Gibsono
Date: July 22, 2007

Language: English

Location: Gulfport, Florida

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 15 pages

This oral history spans 192007. Bulk datest940s.

An oral history with Rosina Louella Gibson, resident of Gulfport, Florida, and faenrgeant in

the United States Marine Corps (USMC) Womenos
part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State
University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. Theqgserof this interview

was togather information regardin@i bsonés experiences at and ar
includes discussion about growing up in a family of Italian immigrants in Buffalo, New York;

shares memories of Pearl Harbor and hertiposat the Curtis Air Plant in Buffalo; speaks about
joining the USMC in 1943 to fAtake ¢tFhtalls pl aceo
about experiences at boot camp in Cherry Point, North Carolina; shares first impressions of El

Toro; speaksabout working in the engine overhaul department at El Toro, discussing being one

of the first women there, earning her nicknam
future husband; talks about women in the USMC, speaking about duties, sepaateaits, and
interactions with male Marines; tells about life at EI Toro, speaking about living in barracks,
recreation, and camaraderie; discusses difficulty in finding housing in Orange County,
California; shares ab outadidnAirForbeutmrsfarnndthe posi t i
USMC during World War II; talks about marrying in 1944, leaving the USMC in 1945; discusses

her involvement with USMC groups, explaining she belongs to Air Base @ageaks about

El Toro and its interaction with thearrounding community; briefly mentions a trip to Tijuana,

Mexico, while on liberty; shares about her love of the USMC.
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OH 3583
Narrator: Warner, Nita Bob (19162008)
Interviewer: Janet Tanner

Title: AAn Or al Hi storyraith Nita Bob Warne
Date: July 23, 2007

Language: English

Location: Seminole, Florida

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: compkted 20pages

This oral history spans 194%07. Bulk dates: 1944950s.

An oral history with Lieutenant Colonel Nita Bob War, resident of Seminole, Florida, and

former member of the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as

part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State
University, Fullerton and the @eer for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview

was togather information regardingar ner 6 s experiences at and arc
includes discussion about her childhood and family life in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, remaining

close to her mother; details her education, speaking about attending Hendrix College, receiving
her masterdés degree from George Peabody Coll e
furthering her graduate work at Louisiana State University; speaks lagiogtrecruited by the

USMC in 1943, training at Mount Holyoke Coll e
and Camp Lejeune, North Carolina; shares her first impressions of Santa Barbara, California, and

El Toro; speaks about living at El Toro, dissing coaching softball and basketball; talks about

women in the USMC; explains responsibilities as an assistant motor transport officer, as well as
serving on one of the first female USMC Reserve platoons; talks about working with an

American general foAllied Forces Southern Europe, detailing her duties and travel experiences;
speaks about life after World War I, living in Laguna Beach, California, and working at El Toro,

living in Santa Barbara and working as a department store credit manager,rkimdjwo her
sisterdés fishing boats in Florida.
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OH 3584
Narrator: Rinkenbach, William (19252008)
Interviewer: Brenda Arreola

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Wi lliam Rinkenbac
Date: July 25, 2007

Language: English

Location: Newport Beach, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: compkted 34 pages

This oral history spans 192%07. Bulk dates: 1940s.

An oral history with Sergeant William Rinkenbach, resident of Newport Beach, California, and
formermember of the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as
part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State
University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The pungidbes interview

was togather information regardir@i nkenbachodés experiences at anc
interview includes discussion about growing up in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, speaking about
his familyés val ues, mmunitymltds;reanembers dfficgtyar t i ci p a
joining the USMC, finally enlisting in May of 1943; details boot camp experiences at Cherry
Point, North Carolina, and further training for ordnance duties at Marine Air Detachment Naval
Air Gunnery School; discussegernational assignments, including the Caribbean, the Bahamas,
and Cuba, flying in a PBY (Patrol Bombers, Consolidated Aircraft) and targeting Nazi
submarines; shares first impressions of arriving at El Toro in 1943; speaks about life at El Toro,
talking about recreation and liberty, as well as the mess hall and medical clinics; details his flight
missions and infantry assignments in Japan and China, speaking about the treatment of captured
American soldiers; discusses being stationed in Guam, surviylanea crash and requiring

multiple surgeries; talks about working at the LighteanAir (LTA) Base in Tustin, California;
comments on the emotional repercussions of combat; describes the postwar development of El
Toro and Southern California; speaks atbois life after leaving the USMC, including living in

Mexico while working for ITT Corporation; comments on Mexican politics, as well as illegal
Mexican immigrants in the United States; shares his thoughts on how El Toro should be
remembered, speakinga@lt its contributions to war efforts.
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OH 3585

Narrator: Nannes, Goldig(b. 1919)

Interviewer: Kira A. Gentry

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Gol di e Nanneso
Date: July 31, 2007

Language: English

Location: Tustin, California

Project: El ToroMarine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 38 pages
This oral history spans9192007. Bulk dates: 1943945.

An oral history with Goldie Nannes, resident of Tustin, California, and former member of the

United States Marine Corps (USMC). This intewiwas conducted as a part of the El Toro

Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton

and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was to gather

i nf ormati on rexmerencdsianagd afdand El €osob This interview includes

di scussion about growing up in St. Louis, Mis
experiences on the homefront during World War Il, detailing her work in an ordnance plant;

talks almut joining the USMC in 1943, saying the FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation)

investigated her application; shares boot camp experiences at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina,
remembering training, guard duty, and rooting out potential lesbians; remembersdrgita

the School of Aircraft Instruments in Chicago, lllinois; shares first impressions of El Toro in

1944, remembering orange groves and temperate weather; recounts life at El Toro, including
working in the mess hall, living in the barracks, washimghals, and interacting with other

Marines; speaks about liberty at El Toro, visiting Los Angeles, California; remembers meeting

and marrying her husband in 1945; tells about life after being discharged from the USMC,

moving to Hollywood, California, and eping a restaurant with her uncle; briefly talks about her
husbandés work as an investment broker, as we
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OH 3586
Narrator: Forrest, Gloria (b. 1926)
Interviewer: Maria Carrillo

Title: AAn Bratory with Gloria Forresto
Date: June 21, 2007

Language: English

Location: Upland, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 60 pages

This oral history spans 190@907. Bulk dates: 1940960s.

An oral history with Gloia Forrestresident of Upland, California, andfe of retired colonel in

the United States Marine Corps (USMGhelby Forrest (OH 3549 This interview was

conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for

California State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose

of this interview was tgather information regdmgFor r est 6 s experi ences at
Tor o. This interview includes discussion abo
Jersey, sharing family history, including her
memories of the Depssion and Pearl Harbor; speaks about attending Rutgers University and

taking nursing classes, talking about working as a public health nurse in Newark, New Jersey,

after graduating in 1947; remembers moving to Los Angeles, California, working as a flight
attendant and a flight nurse for Seaboard and
Military contract, recalling transporting wounded soldiers during the Korean War, and flying to
Germany during the Berlin Airliftdescribes her experiences as ahtligurse, including her

impressions of different bases, and accompanyingdpanese representativiesn Japan to

Washington, D.G.after World War Il; recalls moving to Laguna Beach, California, and meeting

her future husband, Shelby, a Marine, speakingut a short courtship and marriage in 1952;

tells about her son, Kevin, his birth at Herman Hospital in Houston, Texas, his career as a pilot,
and medi cal hi story; details | ife after Shelob
moving to Upland, wlre Shelby taught elementary school and junior high school; reflects on the
importance of El Toro to Orange County, California.

51



El Toro Marine Corps Air Station Oral History Project Abstracts

OH 3587
Narrator: Steinken, William (19282011)
Interviewer: Brenda Arreola

Title: AAn Or al Mvi ¢ 1 0 ayn Witteh nkeno
Date: July 28, 2007

Language: English

Location: Santa Ana, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; b pages

This oral history spans 192807. Bulk dates: 194€K970s.

An oral history with William Stinken residenbf Santa Ana, @lifornia, and retired member of

the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as fraatEifToro
Marine Corps Air StatiofMCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton
andthe Certer for Oral and Public HistoryThe purpose of this interview wasgather

information regardingt ei nkends experiences at and around
discussion about growing up in Chicago, lllinois, joining the Merchant Maanhéfteen years

old; talks about joining the United States Navy as a Seabee in 1945; remembers joining the
United States Army in 1947, occupying Japan for-amda-half years; tells about joining the
USMC in 1950 after the start of the Korean War; &pesbout military experiences, recounting
boot camp and training; discusses working as a radio operator stationed out of El Toro; talks
about liberty at El Toro, spending time in Santa Ana and Los Angeles, California; recalls being
discharged from the USMi@ 1952, briefly joining the National Guard and returning to the
USMC; remembers returning to El Toro in 1955 and being sent to lwakuni, Japan; shares
experiences during the Vietham War, discussing combat, duties, and losing comrades; talks
about retiringn 1971; briefly speaks about his marriage to a Japanese national, describing the
difficulty of the application process; comments on midcentury and contemporary politics,
explaining treatment of servicemen and women; talks about belonging to seveaaymilit
organizations.
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OH 3588

Narrator: Graves, Ernestine(b. 1927)

Interviewer: Sarah Davison

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Ernestine Graveso
Date: July 6, 2007

Language: English

Location: Carlsbad, California

Project: El Toro MarineCorps Air Station

Status: completed; 31 pages

This oral history spans 1922007. Bulk dates: 194€960s.

An oral history with Ernestine Gravaesident of Carlsbad, California, and wife of a retired

member of the United States Marine Corps (USMQ)is Tnterview was conducted as part of

the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State

University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview

was togather information regardglGr aves 6 experiences at and ar ol
includes discussion about growing up in Okl ah
military history; reflects on her memories of Pearl Harbor; talks about marrying a Marine in

1943, metng him on a train; tells about living with her parents in Hayward, California, while

her husband was stationed in the South Pacific during World War II; speaks about forming

lasting friendships with USMC families; talks about living at El Toro, discgdsausing,

shopping, raising children on base, and entertainment; comments on what it means to be a

Marine wife; shares about difficulty in finding housing at El Toro; discusses family dynamics in

t he USMC, remembering her dfeelndsabod thesMilitagyn gt hy a
community and Southern California.
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OH 3589

Narrator: Southwell, Donald(b. 1934)

Interviewer: Brenda Arreola

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Donald Southwell 0
Date: July 28, 2007

Language: English

Location: Anaheim,California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed 16 pages
This oral history spans 193D07. Bulk dates: 1950s.

An oral history with Donald Southweltesident of Anaheim, California, and former member of

the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the EIl Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton
and the Cemtr for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview wastoer
informationregardingout hwel | 6s experiences at and aroun
discussion about growing up in Michigan during the Depression; speaks about joenlng§NMC

in 1952; shares boot camp experiences in San Diego, California, remembering training and
discipline; speaks about living at El Toro, talking about housing, liberty, and everyday duties as
a tech sergeant; describes experiences in Korea, remegbelinweather and poverty; talks

about meeting his wife at a music store in Santa Ana in 1955; tells about working in the
aerospace industry after leaving the USMC,; briefly comments on changes in midcentury Orange
County.
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OH 3590
Narrator: Chamblin, Loyd (b. 1924)
Interviewer: Brenda Arreola

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Loyd Chamblino
Date: August 2,2007

Language: English

Location: Seminole, Florida

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 1%pages

This oralhistory spans 1922007. Bulk dates: 194B946.

An oral history with Loyd Chamblin, resident of Seminole, Florida, and former member of the
United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the EIl Toro
Marine Corps AirStation (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton
and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview \waghter
informationregardinch ambl i nds experiences at aunddés around
discussion about growing up in Mississippi, joining the Naval Aviation Cadet Program at
eighteen; remembers being stationed in Memphis, Tennessee, learning to fly Stearman training
aircraft; talks about flying different aircraft, including the F4U €2or and the F4F Wildcat,

learning to use manual landing gear; remembers being stationed at El Toro in 1943, meeting his
future wife at choir practice; talks about life at El Toro, speaking about housing on base and at
the Hotel Laguna in Laguna Beach, i@ahia; shares about training in a bomber unit, relating
target practice experiences; tells about leaving the USMC in 1946 and joining the USMC
Reserves; recalls attending the University of Southern California, graduating in 1948 with a
degree in commerai aviation; comments on the growth of Orange County, California, over the
twentieth century; shares about briefly working for United Airlines, and joining several flying
clubs.

55



El Toro Marine Corps Air Station Oral History Project Abstracts

OH 3597
Narrator: Webster, Ann (b. 1925)
Interviewer: Sarah Davison

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Ann Webstero
Date: August 6, 2007

Language: English

Location: Cedar Creek Inn in Laguna Beach, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 16 pages

This oral history spans 09s1975. Bulk dates: 1950975.

An oral history withAnn Webster, resident afaguna BeachCalifornia, and wife o&former

member of the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of
the El Toro Marine Corps Air StatigiMCAS) Oral History Project for California State

University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview
was to gather information regarding Webster
interview includes disussion about growing up in Pennsylvania during the Depression, sharing
about family history and her fatherds medical
at the University of Pennsylvania, speaking about her love of art and her interedidmeye

shares memories of World War I, remembering Pearl Harbor; tells about meeting her future

husband in college, communicating through letters while he was stationed in the Pacific Theater

of World War II; remembers her wedding and honeymoon in tlkeriMountains of
Pennsylvania; talks about her husbandbs trans
Carolina; speaks about living at El Toro at the beginning of the Korean War, when her husband
trained on new helicopters; discusses life BMasane wife, speaking about support from other

wives, watching movies her husband sent home from overseas, social activities on and off the

base, including dances, squadron parties and picnics, as well as excursions to Hollywood and
Laguna Beach, Californa; t el |l s about her husbandds over se
War and the Vietnam War, explaining that he participated in the helicopter evacuation of Saigon;
describes El Toro in 1950, speaking about changes over time; talks about the roleQifitbe U

in her |ife, expressing sadness at EI Torods

o
(2]
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OH 3598
Narrator: Wilker, Katie (b. 1925
Interviewer: Maria HernandeFigueroa

Title: AAn Or al Hatie Wilkedy wi t h
Date: August 4, 2007

Language: English

Location: Irvine, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 4@ages

This oral history spans 192%907. Bulk dates: 194€K970s.

An oral history with Katie Wilkerresident of Irvine, California, and wife of a former member of

the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the EIl Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton
andthe Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview vwgether
informationregardingVi | ker 6 s experiences at and around E
discussion about growing up in Northern California; speaks about meetingshankduvhile he

was stationed in El Centro, California, marrying after he returned from the Pacific Theater of

World War 1l; shares memories of World War Il, including working for the Stephen Bechtel
Construction Company, rationing, blackout curtains, aegaring for bombings; talks about

coming to El Toro in 1947; describes difficulty finding housing at El Tormembering living

in Wherryhousing, Quonset Huts, and off base on Balboa Island; recalls moving often while her
husband was in the USMC, remegning moving twelve times in twelve years, and having to
uproot her children from school each year; di
Santa Ana winds and a fire affecting El Toro in 1948; explains that her husband, Dean Wilker,

was a memér of the Death Rattlers Squadron; shares her experiences during the Cuban Missile
Crisis, remembering deployments; describes the development of El Toro and Orange County,
California.
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OH 3599

Narrator: Watson, Richard (b. 1923)

Interviewer: Sarah Davison

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Richard Watsono
Date: August 6,2007

Language: English

Location: Yorba Linda, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 36 pages.
This oral history spans 192807. Bulk dates: 194B972.

An oral history with Richard Watson, resident of Yorba Linda, Californiaretied colonel in

the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the EIl Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton
and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of tlasvietv was tayather

information regardinfvVat sondés experiences at and around
discussion about growing up in Vancouver, Washington, speaking about his athleticism and love
of aviation; shares memories of Pearl Harbor, miefg his education at the University of
Washington to join the Civilian Pilot Training Program in 1943; details his desire to fly an F4U
Corsair; shares experiences flying missions in Corsairs and torpedo bombers in the Marshall
Islands and Okinawa, Japaurviving a kamikaze attack; remembers experiences during the
Korean War, flying ground support; recalls Naval flight school; describes life at El Toro,

speaking about amenities and housing, bombing practice in Trabuco Canyon, and the impact of
the basen Orange County, California; discusses finishing college with the Gl Bill, then taking a
position with Boeing Company in Seattle, Washington; expresses his opinions about the Vietnam
War; talks about retiring from the USMC in 1972.
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OH 3600
Narrator: Kulisich, John (b. 19212009
Interviewer: Sarah Davison

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with John Kulisicho
Date: August 10, 2007

Language: English

Location: Santa Ana, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 1$pages

This oral history spans 192007. Bulk dates: 193a950s.

An oral history with John Kulisich, resident of Santa Ana, California, and former member of the
United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as partifTtbeo

Marine Corps Air Station (MCASDral HistoryProject for California State University, Fullerton

and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was to gather

i nformation regarding Ku EliTera Ths thterviewnpleesi enc e s
discussion about growing up on a ranch in South Dakota during the Depression; renieabers
Harbor and World War ll; tells about joinirlige USMC in 1943; speaks about attending boot

camp in San Diego, California, radio school axd®A&M [Agricultural and Technical College

of Texas], as well as flight school in Jacksonville, Florida, and at Cherry Point in North Carolina;
talks about being sent to El Tareenlisting as well as meeting his wife, Fern, through a friend

atEl Toro;remembers the physical features of El Toro, including the airstrips and the barracks,
but especially the chapel; explains that he came back to El Toro in 1952 after photo flight school
in Jacksonville, when he bought a home in Santa Ana, California; deschgs service during

the Korean War and the difficulties of having to leave his family behind for a year, but also
gaining a religious inclination; talks about letting Christian Marines live at his home and
ministering to military personnel; expressesdip poi nt ment at EIl Tor ods
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OH 3601
Narrator: Brown, William (b. 1922)
Interviewer: Robert Miller

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Wi lliam Browno
Date: August 8, 2007

Language: English

Location: Laguna Niguel, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 23 pages

This oral history spans 192007. Bulk dates: 1941950s.

An oral history withWilliam Brown, resident of Laguna Niguel, California, and formmjor in

the United States Marine Corps (USMQhis interview was conducted as part of @#h@ oro

Marine Corps Air Station (MCASDral HistoryProject for California State University, Fullerton

and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was to gather
informationrega di ng Br ownds e x pHE ToroeThis iatsrviewtncludesd ar o u nc
discussion about his youth in Braintree, Massachusetts, moving to Los Angeles, California, and
remembering he Gr eat Depression; recalls dJpavi ng t ¢
had bombed Pearl Harbor, and his decision to join the Navy Wings of Gold; speaks about

working at an aircraft company in high school, and attending flight school in the United States

Navy; talks about different airplanes he flew, including the &greemembers driving to El

Toro from Cherry Point in North Carolina in 1949, the homes being built in Orange County
California,and living temporarily in &uonset Hutdiscusses missions in the Pacific Theater

during World Warll; speaks about marryingis wife, Norma, in Las Vegas, Nevada, in 1945,

and living in Costa Mesa, California; comments on being a communications officer at El Toro

and attending the Officerés Club there, as we
Exchange at El Torand visiting the base for air shows; expresses regret that El Toro closed and
remembersnidcentury Orange County.
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OH 3602
Narrator: Stites,Harry (b. 1929)
Interviewer: Robert Miller

Title: AAn Or al Hary $ toirtye svd t h
Date: August 8, 2007

Language: English

Location: Santa Ana, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 3pages

This interview spans 1922007. Bulk dates: 1950980s.

An oral history withHarry Stites, resident dbanta AnaCalifornia retired member of the United

States Marine Corps (USMC3nd husband of Patricia Stitg3H 4056) This interview was

conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for
California State University, Fulieon and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose

of this interview was tgather information regardirfgt i t es 6 experi ences at a
This interview includes discussion about growing up during the Depression, moving around nine
states for his fatherodés job; talks about his
Harbor; speaks aboutiping the USMC in lowa and attending basic training in San Diego,

California, sharing his first impressions of Southern California; comments on his visit to the USS
Arizonain Oahu, Hawaii; discusses the time he spent in Guam for Military Occupational

Speialty Training, speaking about playing baseball with members of the United States Army

and Navy; details his duties as an engineer during the Korean War, recalling his experiences
during the Battle of Chosin Reservoir; speaks about his two tours dueinetmam War as a
Regimental Motor Transport Officer and PX (Post Exchange) Officer; compares the Korean War
to the Vietnam War, speaking about politics and tactics; describes El Toro in the 1950s, recalling
daily responsibilities, social gatherings ors&aand the agricultural character of the area; recalls

the treatment of Marines in Orange County, California; comments on his life in Orange County
after leaving the USMC; expresses disappointment at the closure of El Toro, citing its impact on
Orange County; speaks about his current efforts with the Wounded Warrior Program.
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OH 3603
Narrator: Durant, James(b. 19212010
Interviewer: Brenda Arreola

Project: AAn Or al Hi story with James Duranto
Date: June 26, 2007

Language: English

Location: Miramar, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed23 pages.

This interview spans 1943008. Bulk dates: 1940K950s.

An oral history with Major James Durant, resident of San Diego, California, and formerememb

of the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for the Center for Oral and Public

History, California State University, Fullerton. The purpose ofitlterview was tayather
informationregardinPpur ant 6 s exper i enc. disinetvievaimciddesa r o u n d
discussion about early motivations for becoming a pitshembers enlisting in the USMC

before World War Il and becoming one of the firsistad pilots in the war; discusses his
experiences boot camp in Parris Island, North Carolina, as well as flight school; recalls flying
torpedo bombers and Corsairs in the Pacific Theater of World War 1, explaining that he had an
encounter with &kamikaz; comments on the atomic bombing of Japan and the end of World

War IlI; recounts meeting his future wife while serving as a flight instructor in Georgia; discusses
his service at air stations in Santa Barbara, San Diego, as well as El Toro; recallsiserving

New York reserve squadron during the Korean Whares deployment experiences in Korea
during the Korean Waspeaks about leaving the USMC to become a civilian pilot for Pan

American World Airways; expresswdlasdortiedogssppoi nt m

of old comrades.
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OH 3604
Narrator: Anderson, Elmer (b. 1921)
Interviewer: Robert Miller

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with EI mer Ander sono
Date: August 15, 2007

Language: English

Location: Newport Beach, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 25 pages

This oral history spans 192007. Bulk dates: 194B963.

An oral history with EImer Anderson, resident of Newport Beach, California, and retired

member of the United States Mariner@s (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of

the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State

University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview

was to gatherinfonat i on regar di ng Andaoursl &ldd@dsThie X per i ence
interview includes discussion about growing up in North Dakota during the Depression; speaks
about joining the ROTC (Reserve Officersé6é Tra
College shares memories of Pearl Harbor and joining the USMC in 1943; discusses joining an

air warning/control squadron after boot camp; explains duties maintaining radar systems while
serving in the Pacific Theater of World War II; remembers staying in Jajsartas the

occupational force for several months after the end of World War II; talks about becoming a pilot
after World War 1, training with the F4U Corsair; tells about serving in Kangung, Korea, with

the VMF 312 from 1951 to 1952, recalling losingefrds in the Korean War; speaks about

receiving one month of instrument training courses in Beechcratft aircraft at EI Toro prior to

being sent to Korea; shares first impressions of El Toro and the surrounding community,
remembering the smell of orange gesydescribes life at El Toro, talking about buildings and
facilities, such as the BOQ (Bachelor Officer
Angeles, California; speaks about retiring from the USMC in 1963, detailing his work as a

project enginer for Douglas Aircraft Company; reflects on changes in Orange County,

California, over the twentieth century; speaks about working at the Flying Leatherneck Aviation
Museum at El Toro, restoring airplanes; shares memories of the decommissioning cetemony a

El Toro in 1999.
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OH 3605
Narrator: Clark, Wally (b. 1920)
Interviewer: Sarah Davison

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Wally Cl ar ko
Date: August 13, 2007

Language: English

Location: Hemet, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 28 pages

This oral history spans 192D07. Bulk dates: 1948982.

An oral history with Wally Clark, resident of Hemet, Califord@gtime resident of Southern
California,and retired member of the United States Army. This ir@erwas conducted as part

of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State
University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview
was to gather i nf oexpedendesaharatoend Bl Moo Thiginte®view r k 6 s
includes discussion about growing up in Los Angeles, California, recalling family train trips
across the United States, and describing the effects of the Depression in Southern California;
speaks about gdaiating from Chapman College in 1942; recalls Orange County, California,
during his youth, remembering travelling on the electric car to and from Los Angeles; shares
memories of Pearl Harbor, being drafted after getting married in 1943; speaks aboutgttend
Officer Candidate School in Virginia and becoming a radar officer; talks about being stationed in
the Philippine Islands for nine months during World War II; discusses remaining in the Army
Reserves after World War 1l, being recalled to active duty9B0; comments on changes in
Southern California over the twentieth century; shares first impressions of El Toro; talks about
becoming a social worker at El Toro in 1952, describing his duties, and the assistance the Navy
Relief Society gave to Marines;sgusses the differences between the USMC and Army,

speaking about the lack of respect Marines showed him; tells about retiring as a lieutenant
colonel in 1982; describes the role of civilians at El Toro.
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OH 3606
Narrator: Kemper, Phyllis (b. 1918)
Interviewer: Brenda Arreola

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Phyllis Kempero
Date: August 11 2007

Language: English

Location: Mission Viejo, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 20 pages

This interview spans 1918007. Bulk dates: 1940K950s.

An oral history with Phyllis Kemper, resident of Mission Viejo, California, and wife of a former
member of the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of

the El Toro MarineCorps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State

University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview
was to gather information regarding Kemper s
interview includes discussion about growing up in Chicago, lllinois, and attending Mundelein
College; shares memories of the Depression and World War 1l, speaking about food coupons,
becoming a nurseds aide, and att efodS$Shergandi nner
talks about working in Chicago until she married Frank Kemper, a Missouri Marine stationed in
Great Lakes, lllinois; speaks about the different locations in which her husband was stationed,
including Glenview Naval Air Station, lllinois, dCherry Point, North Carolina; comments on

the emotional stress of having a husband overseas; explains that veterans with active duty
overseas rarely spoke about their experiences; recalls her first impressions of El Toro, sharing

her excitement about livg in California; talks about living in Laguna Beach, California, and on

base while her husband was stationed at El Toro, making lasting friends in each location; recalls
that her husband retired after more than twwty years in the USMC; expressesrsass at the

closure of El Toro, as well as the passing of her friends and family.

65



El Toro Marine Corps Air Station Oral History Project Abstracts

OH 3607

Narrator: Yarde, Mary (b. 1923

Interviewer: Maria HernandeFigueroa

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Mary Yardeo
Date: August 6, 2007

Language: English

Location: Yorba Linda, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed43 pages.
This interview spans 1923007. Bulk dates: 1940K950s.

An oral historywith Mary Yarde resident of Yorba Linda, California, formehildcare provider

at El Toro, andvife of a former member of the United States Marine Corps (USMtis
interview was conducted as part of #eToro Marine Corps Air StatioMCAS) Oral History
Project for California State University, Fullerton ahé Center for Oral and Public History.
The purpose of this interview was tsataglat her i
around El Toro. This interview includes discussion about growing up in Attleborough,
Massachusetts during the Depressgpgaks about marrying her first husband, a Marine, in
1946, and moving to Quonset Point Naval Air Station, Rhode Island; discusses her life as a
mother and homemakeecalls driving to California in 1955, and living in a Quonset Hut while
at El Toro;disausses the beginning of her career in childednie at El Toro;speaks about
divorcing her first husband and meeting her second; recounts her experiences working in
childcare, including wages, Quonset Huts as childcare centers, luncheon feeding praggams,
dealing with the death of parents; expresses her love for volunteer work.
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OH 3608
Narrator: Carmichael, Edward W. (b. 1918)
Interviewer: Natalie Fousekis

Title: AAn Or al HEdward Garnyichasli t h
Date: August 6, 2007

Language: English

Location: Fairfield, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 3pages.

This interview spans 188@007. Bulk dates: 1937980s.

An oral historywith Edward Carmichael, resident of Fairfield, California, and retinethber of

the United States Marine Corps (USMCThis interview was conducted as part of @#h@ oro

Marine Corps Air StatiofMCAS) Oral HistoryProject for California State University, Ferton

and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was to gather

information regardingca r mi ¢ h a e | 6as ancdaxopne EliT@a dhessnterview includes
discussion abowgrowing up in and around Los Angeles, Califasmemembers a barnstorming
group called the AThree Musketeers; o speaks a
Naval Aircraft Pilot; recalls preparing for the Battle of Guadalcanal when his appendix ruptured,;

tells story about being the first tanid at El Toro, disrupting tradition; remembers patrolling the
Southern California coast during World War ||
in Los Angeles; talks about joining the USMC with a friend after working at Schroeder Mine in
Eureka, California; remembers boot camp at North Island in San Diego, California; talks about

going to China in 1938; recalls becoming an instructor with the Royal New Zealand Air Force

during World War l; tells about different aircraft he has flown; shabesithis family;

discusses becoming the crash investigation officer for the Southeastern United States for the

United States Navy and USMC; shares memories of the Korean War; comments on life at El

Toro, describing housing; shares about his career afiengerom the USMC, running the
environmental lab for Fairchild Aviation Corporation beginning in 1960; talks about his many

i nnovations; comments on EI Torods i mpact on
the world and meeting his second avif
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OH 3609

Narrator: Coffey, Junamay Leatherby(1920-2007)

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Junamay Leatherby
Interviewer: Natalie M. Fousekis

Date: August 9, 2007

Language: English

Location: Foster City, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 21 pages

This interview spans 1922008. Bulk dates: 1940K960s.

An oral history with Junamay Leatherby Coffey, resident of Foster City, California, former

member of the United States Marine Cofpg SMC) Womendés Reserve, and
Constance Maddei©H 4076) This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro Marine

Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton and the
Center for Oral and Publidistory. The purpose of this interview was to gather information
regarding Coffeyds experiences at and around
Cof feybs experiences at EI Toro as a USMCWR d
officerd s wi fe; Dbriefly recounts early family | ife¢e
enlisting in the USMC; shares memories of boo
speaks about working for future senator Joseph McCarthy; discusses rheetmgband and

raising her two daughters on Military bases, speaking about parenting while her husband was

away on assignments; recalls learning of Pearl Harbor and visiting the memorial years later;
expresses disappointment at EI Torods closure
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OH 3610

Narrator: Paris, Arthur (b. 1921)

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Arthur Pariso
Interviewer: Maria Carrillo

Date: August 30,2007

Language: English
Location: The Home of Arthur Paris in Anaheim, California
Project: El ToroMarine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 47 pages.
This interview spans 1922007. Bulk dates: 19460K960s.

An oral history with Arthur Paris, resident of Anaheim, California, and former master gunnery
sergeant in the United States Marine CorpsMI@$. This interview was conducted as part of

the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State

University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview
was to gather informationaPr i s Gencesxapaed around at El Tordhis interview includes

di scussion about hardships during the Depress
enforcement career, as well as encountering prejudice; recalls joining the USMC and boot camp
experences; speaks extensively about his experiences in the Pacific Theater of World War 1I,
explaining that he engaged in hateehand combat in the Battle of Guadalcanal, as well as brutal
conditions on Kwajalein, Saipan, Okinawa, and Iwo Jima; describexhésiences as an

explosives expert during one of his four tours in the Korean War, as well as the death of his son
in combat; remembers life at El Toro, describing the base and its relations with the surrounding
community; discusses the difficulties heceantered while courting his future wife, as well as

their marriage at El Toro; laments the closure of El Toro and its conversion to civilian use.
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OH 3611
Narrator: Brems, William (b. 19302012
Interviewer: Janet Tanner

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Wi lliam Br emso
Date: September 4, 2007

Language: English

Location: California State University, Fullertotrvine Campus

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 24 pages

This interview spans 1932007. Bulkdates: 19404970s.

An oral history withWilliam Brems, resident of Cincinnati, Ohio, and forrpédot in the United

States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro Marine
Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project fGalifornia State University, Fullerton and the
Center for Oral and Public Historyhe purpose of this interview wasdather information
regardingBr e ms 6 e x p er ung Eld@s Thes interaew dncluaes discussion about
growing up in Cincinn, Ohio, and Jefferson City, Missouri, remembering his family and his
fatherdéds position at a s hoe ;$paakstaboutyoiningghear e s
USMC, recallingboot camp experiences; comments on his service in the Korean War, bgginnin
in 1953; speaks about his first impressions of El Toro, and daily life on and off base, explaining
he coached the womenodés softball team; talks
recalls how he met his wife; compares the USMC with the Naflgcte on his transition to

civilian life and his career after the USMC.
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OH 3612
Narrator: Smiley, Jack(b. 1921)
Interviewer: Maria Carrillo

Title: AAn Or al HaclsSmdepy wi t h
Date: September 13, 2007

Language: English

Location: Costa Mesa, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed?29 pages.

This interview spans 1922007. Bulk dates: 1940K950s.

An oral history with Jack Smiley, resident of Huntington Beach, California, and fgitoein

the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the EIl Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University, Fullerton
and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpbsei®interview was t@ather

information regarding mi | e pe@enceseakand around El Tord his interview includes
discussion about the Naval flight training programs in Olathe, Kansas, Kingsville, Texas, and
Jacksonville, Florida, during World W#r speaking about carrier landing operations; talks in
depth about the early living quarters at El Toro; speaks extensively about the flight operation of
the Corsair, SMJ, F4F, and F6F aircrafts, especially at El Toro; discusses World War Il Naval
flight operations in El Centro, Goleta, and Miramar, California; comments on the cities of
Orange County, California, that supported El Toro, speaking about Santa Ana and Newport
Beach; speaks about Naval flight operations during the Korean War that origmates i
Alamitos, California, explaining that some of these aviators were killed or captured in combat.
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OH 3613

Narrator: Mil |l er, Ran(a#md nRandi o

Interviewer: Kira A. Gentry

Title: AAn Or al Hi storyMwi t @dr ®andal | O0Randi 6
Date: September 21, 2007

Language: English
Location: Yorba Linda, California
Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 2$ages

This interview spans: 194%007. Bulk dates: 1950s.

An or al hi story wirtrdsideRafrvYarlzalLihda, C&ifornia and dalghterl e
of former member of the United States Marine Corps (USNRGhert McGuirdOH 3556)

This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral
History Project for Califoria State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public

History. The purpose of this interview wasg@ther information regardingi | | eperiéernces e x
at and around EIl ToroThis interview includes discussion abgubwing up in the Wherry Plar
housing on base at EI Toro;, speaks about early

own experiences there; recalls attending the El Toro Marine School and Irvine School while
living at El Toro; discusses the City of Santa Ana, Califorinighe 1950s, describing the
downtown shopping district and recreational activities; speaks about LTA (L-itpateAir)

Base operations in Santa Ana; comments on issues of class and gender at El Toro during the
1950s; talks about the family and schof# bf young children at EIl Toro in the 1950s.
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OH 3614
Narrat or: Wickham, Earl (b. 1930)
Interviewer: Janet Tanner

Title: A A nral Bistory with Earl Wickhara
Date: September 14, 2007

Language: English

Location: Santa AnaCalifornia

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station
Status: completed 20 pages

This interview spans 1932007. Bulk dates: 19460K960s.

An oral history withEarl Wickham resident of Santa Ana, California, and former member of the
United Statedlarine Corps (USMC).This interview was conducted as part of BEid oro

Marine Corps Air Station (MCASDral HistoryProject for California State University, Fullerton
and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was ¢éo gath
information regardindVi ¢ k h expe@iences at and around El Tofihis interview includes
discussion abowgrowing up in Stockton, California, speaking about his fanbifiefly shares
memories of World War Il, remembering Pearl Haraod the internmnt of his Japanese
American classmates; briefly speaks about attending boot camp in San Diego, California; tells
about life at El Toro, speaking about liberty and recreation, working on aircraft weapons
ordnance operations, accidents; details the weap@tiems of-4 and F6F USMC fighter

aircraft; speaks about changes at El Toro over twenty yaiacsisses experiences during the
Korean War and the Vietham War, speaking about weather, accidents, and civilian interaction;
comments omlevelopments in midegury Santa Ana, California
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OH 3615

Narrator: Proulx, Marie (b. 1917)

Interviewer: Kira A. Gentry

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Marie Proul xo
Date: September 29, 2007

Language: English

Location: Oceanside, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed 33 pages
This oral history spans 192007. Bulk dates: 1948954,

An oral history withMarie Proulx, resident of Oceanside, California, and former member of the
Uni ted States Mar i ndes€reer phs interidesyMas)contioted easpars

of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State
University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview
was to gather informaton r egar ding Proul x6s experiences
includes discussion about growing up in Wisconsin and Minnesota, speaking about receiving a
degree in Business Administration; explains why and how she joined the USMC; describes boo
camp, including specific training in Storekeeper School; speaks about transferring to El Toro;
recollects friends she met while in the USMC, as well as experiences with the United Service

a

Organi zation and Mot her 6s Se actionteein@disghargedz at i o

from the USMC in 1945; describes reenlisting for active duty with the USMC in 1949, including
becoming a First Sergeant in 1952; speaks about having to retire from the USMC in 1954 due to
a hip replacement; discusses her involeathwith the Women Marine Corps Association; shares
her thoughts on El Toro and its impact on Orange County.
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OH 3616
Narrator: Snyder, Bill (b. 1921)
Interviewer: Kira A. Gentry

Title: AAn Or al Will Snyded vy wi t h
Date: October 12, 2007

Language: English

Location: Belmont Village, San Diego, California
Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 25 pages

This interview spans 1922007. Bulk dates: 194€2007.

An oral history withColonel Bill Snyder, resident of San Diego, California, and former member

of the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State Universitilerton

and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was to gather
information regarding Snyder6s experiences at
discussion about growing up in St. Paul, Minnesota, during theeBgpn; comments on Pearl

Harbor; shares his reasons for joining the United States Navy and then the USMC; discusses
serving as a pilot in the Pacific Theater of World War Il, speaking about transporting injured
servicemen from New Caledonia to Sydneys#alia, and stopping off in Bougainville, Papua

New Guinea; comments on meeting his wife in Australia; speaks about being stationed at Sasebo
Naval Base in Japan at the end of World War 1l; comments on the atomic bombing of Japan;
talks about being statied at Miramar and North Island Naval Air Station in San Diego,

California, as well as El Toro; explains that he commanded a squadron at El Toro with 350
female Marines; speaks about his decision to stay in the Marine Reserves, and his experiences
with this group; comments on what he feels to be the poor location of the El Toro runway;
remembers the agriculture surrounding the base at El Toro; discusses his reasons for staying in
Southern California after being discharged from the USMC; speaks about kiasv@civilian

pilot for Trans World Airlines; discusses his involvement with the Orange County, California,
debate over the future of El Toro land after its closure; talks about the impact of El Toro on
Orange County.
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OH 3617
Narrator: Cooper, Lilian (b. 1944)
Interviewer: Kira A. Gentry

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Lilian Coopero
Date: October 12, 2007

Language: English

Location: San Diego, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed 31 pages

This oralhistory spans 19362007. Bulk dates: 19404970s.

An oral history with Lilian Cooper, resident of San Diego, California, and daughaeioofner

memberof the United States Marine Corps (USM&hdSusan GriffithdOH 3565) This

interview was conductkas part of th&l ToroMarine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History

Project for California State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History.

The purpose of this interview was to agdkther i
around El Toro. This interview includes discussion about her father, Samuel Griffiths, his career

in the USMC, andhow he met her motherecalls life at EI Toro, remembering playmates,

playing on swings, and watching Saturday matinees; discusssisgqon USMC bases,
includingQuonsetHde and of ficersd quarters; talks abou
Island, South Carolina, attending movies at diivéheaters, as well as DDT
[Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethandtucks spraying for mosquito@sthe swamp areas; shares the

ef fects oWSMKeareer braherife, mdusing a strict upbringing, reinventing
personalities with each move, and | earning to
the ranks; recalls taking road sipcross the country; comments on her dream to attend college,
discussing scholarships and having to work her way through; speaks about Orange County,
California, in thel960s and 1970somments olsegregation and poverty in the Squghares

opinion onhow EI Toro should be remembered
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OH 3618
Narrator: Kaneubbe, Doris(b. 1922)
Interviewer: Maria HernandeFigueroa

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Doris Kaneubbeo
Date: September 15, 2007

Language: English

Location: Costa MesaCalifornia

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: editedcompletecd 4 pages

This interview spans 1922007. Bulk dates: 1940s.

An oral history withDoris Kaneubbe, longtime resident of Southern California, and former
member of the United Stae s Mar i ne Corps (USMC) Womends Res
conducted as part of the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for

California State University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose
ofthisint er vi ew was to gather information regardi
Toro. This interview includes brief discussion about joining the USMC in 1944; briefly speaks

about her experiences at El Toro during its early years, recallingthe wosnenb ar r acks and
maintenance operations of the F4U and SBD flight trainer airplanes; briefly remembers Santa

Ana, California, in World War Il as supporting the Marines at El Toro; briefly talks about using

the Red Car as transportation from Orangar@pto Los Angeles, California, as well as the

recreational opportunities available; briefly comments on meeting her husband, a former Marine,

at El Toro, as well as his career in the Military; briefly discusses changes in Orange County and
Southern Calirnia since her arrival in the 1940s.
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OH 3619

Narrator: Benton, Billie (b. 1927)

Interviewer: Maria HernandeFigueroa

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Billie Bentono
Date: October 16, 2007

Language: English

Location: Tustin, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 28 pages
This oral history spans 1922007. Bulk dates: 19434980s.

An oral history with Billie Benton, resident oitin, California, and wife dbngtime employee

of the Irvine CompanyLowell Benton(OH 3621) This interview was conducted as part of the

El Toro Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California State University,
Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public HigtoThe purpose of this interview was to
gather information regarding Bentondbds experie
includes discussion about growing up on a farm in Texas during the Depressiembers

Pearl Harbor, as well asilitary maobilization during World War 11, explaining that she was able

to obtain a position as a telegrapher for the Santa Fe Railroad Company; speaks about leaving
Texas for Salinas, California, so her husband could work on a local ranch, moving into converted
barracks on the Salinas Army Air Base; discusses volunteering and working for the school
system in Salinas; recalls relocating to Orange Co@ulifornia,in 1969 when her husband

took a position with the Irvine Company, speaking about the mechanizatiamoh§ on the

Irvine Ranch; shares her first impression of Southern Califoerjaains that Irvine in the 1970s

was still very rural, saying that her son had orange fights on Irvine land; discusses her
interactions with Marines from El Toro, rememberanfriend, General Don Eugene Miller, as

well as attending parties on the base; recalls eating in mess halls at El Toro, Camp Pendleton,

and Camp Roberts; speaks about the Irvine Com
Scout Jamboree held on the h@iRanch; comments on the development of the Irvine Ranch and
the loss of farmlandellsas t or y about Joan I rvinebs wedding

comments on the ethnic makeup of Orange County; talks about her interest in politics and her
work for the Registrar of Voters; expresses her concern over the closure of El Toro and recalls its
importance in Cold War defense strategies.
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OH 3620
Narrator: Kuras, Paul (b. 198B)
Interviewer: Janet Tanner

Title: AAn Or al Haukkiurasr y wi t h
Date: October 10, 2007

Language: English

Location: California State University, Fullerton, Irvine Campus
Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed?29 pages

This interview spans: 1912007. Bulk dates: 1948960s.

An oral history withPaul Kuras, resident @reen ValleyArizona, and formegunnery sergeant

in the United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Oral History Project for California Staéversity, Fullerton

and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was to gather
information regarding Kurasbd6 experiences at
discussion about growing up in Chicago, lllinois, ahidd of Galician immigrants; speaks about
joining the USMC in 1946, as well as attending boot camp in Parris Island, South Carolina, and
aviation school in Quantico, Virginia; recalls transferring to El Toro, remembering the barracks
were still under corguction; talks about his experiences in the Korean War, including travelling
from El Toro to Pyongtaek, Korea, F4U Corsair attacks on North Korean dams, and South
Korean poverty; discusses recreation for Marines at El Toro, including trips to Hollywood,
California; comments on race relations at El Toro and in the USMC; speaks about living in
Anaheim and Tustin, California, while stationed at El Toro, remembering real estate values;
recalls being assigned to conduct electronic counterintelligence on Nan¢la End China from

the base in Iwakuni, Japan; speaks about different operations in which he participated, including
field-carrier landing practice in Cubi Point, Philippines, and accompanying Air Force and Navy
strikes in North Vietham; shares experiendering the Vietnam War; tells about working at
McDonnell Douglas Aircraft in Long Beach, California, after leaving the USMC; discusses the
influence of El Toro on Orange County, speaking about the financial impact and population
growth; comments on hisvolvement in Marine, veteran, and other military organizations.
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OH 3621

Narrator: Benton, Lowell (b. 121)

Interviewer: Janet Tanner

Title: AAn Or al HowelltBentopp wi t h
Date: October 162007

Language: English

Location: Tustin, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 2’pages.
This interview spans 190%07. Bulk dates: 19411986.

An oral historywith Lowell Benton, resident of Tustin, California, retired supervisor for the

Irvine Company, and husband of Billie Bent@@H 3619) This interview was conducted as part

of theEl Toro Marine Corps Air StatioMCAS) Oral HistoryProject for California State

University, Fullerton and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpdbkis afterview

was to gather information regardiBge nt o n 6 s & and aounde€EhTore. sThis interview

includes discussion abogtowing up on cattle ranches in Texas, talking about family and home

life; speaks about moving to Salinas, Califormal941 to work in the W&S Packing Company;

shares memories of Pearl Harbor; tells about joining the United States Army during World War

II; discusses meeting and marrying his wife, Billie; speaks about life in Salinas, including

housing and work hoursgthils being recruited by Wayne Walters of the Irvine Company in

1969; remembers overseeing farming at El Toro and LTA [LigtiiznAir] Base in Tustin,

California; tells a story about harvesting cauliflower on the Irvine Randhransporting it to

packng sheds in Garden Grove, California; shares about relationship with generals and other

staff at El Toro; comments on the relationship between El Toro and the Irvine Ranch, speaking
about fertilizing, working at night, as well as land use and developemninents on the

popul ation in South Orange County in the 1970
voting; talks about living on the Irvine Ranch, speaking about housing and schooling; tells about
retiring in 1986 when the Irvine Company shifteduds from farming to building; comments on

the growth of Orange County, California; talk
wife and children; speaks about the closure of El Toro.
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OH 3645

Narrator: Larson, Norman (b. 1924)

Interviewer: Maria HernandeFigueroa

Title: AAn Or al Hi story with Norman Larsono
Date: November 3, 2007

Language: English

Location: Chino, California

Project: El Toro Marine Corps Air Station

Status: completed; 28 pages

This oral historyspansl9241963. Bulk dates19361952.

An oral history withNorman Larson, resident of Chino, California, and former member of the
United States Marine Corps (USMC). This interview was conducted as part of the El Toro
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Or#listory Project for California State University, Fullerton

and the Center for Oral and Public History. The purpose of this interview was to gather
information regarding Lar s o.nmiisinteeviewpiecludee nces at
discussion abowgrowing up in Scandinavian neighborhoods in St. Paul, Minnesota, during the
Depression; comments on his awareness of war since the Spanish Civil War in 1936, recalling
the political atmosphere in the United States; describes his attempts to enlist 8Mke U

speaks about boot camp experiences in San Diego, California, as well as attending aviation
electrician school and participati