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Project Abstract


The Old China Hands Project owes its existence primarily to the perseverance of Rose Horowitz, who is an Old China Hand
 herself.  In 1989, Horowitz learned from a co-worker that California State University, Fullerton’s Oral History Program (later known as the Center for Oral and Public History, or COPH) had collected oral histories of people who lived in the Philippines during World War II.  Hoping to organize a similar project with the Old China Hands, Horowitz contacted Dr. Michael Onorato, then director of the Oral History Program.  Her goal was to preserve recollections of life in China, particularly during Japan’s World War II occupation of Shanghai.  Onorato regretfully informed her that the Program had no money to fund such an undertaking, but in the ensuing months she continued to contact him, hoping to somehow get the project off the ground.

At one point Horowitz invited Onorato to attend an Old China Hands reunion that would be held in March 1990 at Anaheim, California.  The venue was not far from Fullerton, so he agreed to come.  He arrived to find that Horowitz had posted a notice asking for volunteers to be interviewed, and by the end of the conference over thirty people had agreed to share their memories of China.  She had also taken up a collection that yielded about $1000
 to fund the endeavor.  Onorato agreed to coach the five volunteer interviewers on oral history methods, after which the group set to work conducting interviews.

Most of the Old China Hands narrators lived in the Los Angeles area, so the interviewers (all of whom were children of narrators, but had not lived in Shanghai themselves) traveled to their homes or met them in the La Habra Public Library to discuss their recollections.  Onorato also recorded an interview with Horowitz herself.  Two years later, Horowitz traveled to another Old China Hands reunion in Vancouver, British Columbia, and arranged a dozen more interviews which she personally conducted.  Onorato believes if he had not retired from Fullerton the following year, she probably would have added even more oral histories to the collection.


Through Horowitz’s diligence, the Old China Hands Project came to include forty-seven interviews that represent a fascinating variety of people, most of them residents of Shanghai before the Communist takeover in 1949.  The list of narrators includes Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany, American prisoners of war, and people with both Asian and Western parents whose heritage sometimes complicated their interaction with both cultures.  Many of those interviewed were placed in internment camps during World War II after Japan invaded Shanghai.  Still others were confined to a Jewish ghetto, or retained their freedom but struggled to survive as wartime inflation spiraled out of control.

The project as a whole provides a unique view into a period of history that most people know only through the film Empire of the Sun, which several narrators declared to be inaccurate and overly cynical in its portrayal of their experience.  While they conceded that life under Japanese occupation was difficult, they felt most people responded to the situation with optimistic resourcefulness, and emerged stronger for what they had endured.


The purpose of this finding aid is to assist interested parties in identifying interviews that match their research focus.  To that end, a brief abstract has been written for each interview, detailing the topics discussed.  Appearing at the top of each abstract are the narrator and interviewer names, a brief title, the date of the interview, the number of pages in the transcript, a list of any additional items in the file, and the archive reference number (e.g. OH 2103) with which the transcript or recording can be accessed at COPH.  The abstracts are arranged in alphabetical order by the narrator’s last name.


This finding aid also contains a historical background of events covered in the interviews, a bibliography of suggested references, and a scope and content section which discusses the interviews’ condition and lists the interviewers and narrators.  Admittedly, the historical section is longer than those included in most finding aids, but the author feels the length to be justified since the narrators are such a diverse group who arrived and lived in Shanghai under very different circumstances.
It should be noted that Chinese names of people and places appear in this work with the traditional English spelling, rather than the Pinyin spelling that is becoming more standard.  For example, names that would be spelled Huangpu and Pudong in recent historical writings appear in this document as Whangpoo and Pootung, respectively.  The traditional English spelling was used here in order to be consistent with the Old China Hands transcripts.  
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Historical Background of Shanghai’s Old China Hands Community
The Establishment of Foreign Settlements


The city of Shanghai began as a fishing village on the banks of the Whangpoo River, a tributary of the great Yangtze River which joins that large waterway near its mouth.  By the tenth century the village had become a prosperous city.  It enjoyed a temperate climate in one of the most fertile agricultural regions of China, but its biggest source of income was trade.  Positioned midway along China’s coast and near the Yangtze gateway to China’s interior, Shanghai was ideally situated to benefit from commerce.

In the early 1800s, this fact was not lost on British merchants.  China restricted them and other Europeans to trading at the port of Canton, and they longed for access to Shanghai and other Chinese ports.  When China tried to curb England’s lucrative opium trade in 1839, the British saw their opportunity and declared war.  The Opium War was an uneven match which the industrialized British won handily.  After several humiliating defeats China signed the Treaty of Nanking, ending hostilities and opening four additional ports to British trade.  The list of new ports included Shanghai, which quickly surpassed even Canton as the leading port in China.  Within a decade, the biggest British firms in Canton had relocated to Shanghai to take advantage of its superior location and climate.


British businessmen arriving in Shanghai took up residence in the newly established British Settlement, 140 acres set aside for their use north of the city.  The Nanking treaty granted British residents of the Settlement extraterritoriality, meaning they would be governed by British law rather than Chinese.  This was consistent with China’s centuries-old policy for foreign communities in its seaports, and Britain insisted that the trend continue partly to protect its citizens from Chinese law’s harsh penalties, but also because British law favored the growth of business, whereas Chinese law discouraged it.   In coming years, other nations would demand the same privilege in China.

The British residents of Shanghai were soon joined by businessmen from another foreign power.  Two years after the Nanking treaty, the United States drew up its own treaty with China and was given land at Shanghai for an American Settlement next to the existing British one.  The two settlements later merged to become the International Settlement, governed by an elected Municipal Council.   The Council and Settlement eventually included many nationalities, but the British remained dominant and English was the Settlement’s lingua franca.

Meanwhile, a different sort of foreign community was evolving between the International Settlement and the original walled Chinese city.  In 1844 the French negotiated a treaty with China that granted them the same trading rights as the British, and a year later they began working to regain land previously confiscated from French missionaries.  They eventually obtained a large area which they dubbed the French Concession.

From the beginning, the Settlement and Concession were very different.  The Settlement was run by a multinational council that functioned independent of (and sometimes in opposition to) foreign consuls, whereas the Concession was essentially governed by the French consul who gave preferential treatment to his own countrymen.  Not surprisingly, many non-French businessmen in the Concession eventually relocated to the International Settlement, where British law was applied to all equally. 
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While the majority of Shanghai’s Chinese population lived fairly modestly, most foreign residents enjoyed the high life with their steadily growing fortunes.  Western firms constructed elaborate buildings along The Bund, Shanghai’s famous riverfront.  Their employees lived extravagantly, hiring numerous servants to oversee their mansions and spending leisure time at the race course and the elite Shanghai Club with its 100-foot-long bar.  Every foreigner, regardless of financial standing, had at least one Chinese servant.  For most families the minimum was four, plus an amah (Chinese nanny) for each of their children.  Overall, life for expatriates in Shanghai was one of ease and luxury.
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Shanghai was quickly developing an international reputation for both decadence and vice.  By 1864, the International Settlement and French Concession were home to nearly 700 brothels and a seemingly infinite number of opium dens and gambling houses, patronized by both Chinese and foreigners.  While most Westerners took the city’s corruption in stride, and in some cases even profited from it, there was one small but conscientious group of foreigners who objected to the settlements’ excesses.  Missionaries from every major Christian denomination came to Shanghai to save souls and spread Western ideas.  They published tracts, established libraries and museums, founded schools, and led reform movements.  These modern crusaders played a major role in ending female foot-binding in China, but they were unable to rein in the prostitution, drug trade, and general vice of Shanghai.

Increasing Diversity
As Shanghai continued to prosper, the British, French, and Americans were joined by businessmen from other Western nations such as Germany, Portugal, Italy, and Switzerland.  Each nationality had its own consul in the International Settlement, and often its own club and newspaper as well.  Shanghai was becoming more diverse, yet the foreigners mixed little with each other or the Chinese.

Some notable exceptions to that rule originated from the fact that foreign men in Shanghai outnumbered foreign women at least ten to one in the mid-1800s.  A few of these men took Chinese brides, but many more took Chinese mistresses.  Children with both Chinese and foreign ancestry were known as Eurasians, and though they were avoided by most Chinese the Westerners were fairly accepting of them, especially if their Western parent held a position of wealth or prestige.  Those with a foreign father inherited his nationality and often his customs.  Many attended foreign schools, worked in well-paying jobs, and enjoyed the same luxuries as most Westerners.

Throughout much of the nineteenth century, Shanghai’s most influential foreign groups hailed from Europe or the United States.  That situation began to change after 1895 when Japan defeated China in the first Sino-Japanese War.  The Japanese demanded the same rights as other treaty powers, including seats on Shanghai’s Municipal Council, which they obtained long before the Chinese who had been paying taxes in the International Settlement for decades.  By 1915, the Japanese population in Shanghai had shot up from its pre-treaty level of 250 to over 7,000, outnumbering even the British.  The Japanese eventually owned more factories in highly industrialized Shanghai than any other foreign group, and it later became evident that their ambitions were not limited to economic matters.

Meanwhile, the cultural dynamic of Shanghai underwent another major change with the arrival of Russian refugees.  After the Bolsheviks seized power in 1917, a civil war erupted between the soviets and conservative supporters of the old monarchy.  As Red forces pushed their czarist opponents further and further east, the defeated White Russians began flooding into China.  Lacking marketable skills, a knowledge of English, or even national citizenship,
 the aristocratic and military refugees had difficulty obtaining work in Shanghai.  Some found jobs as bodyguards or in the first paid regiment of the Shanghai Volunteer peacekeeping force.  Many accepted menial jobs or even resorted to begging, which struck a huge blow to Westerners’ carefully cultivated image of white superiority.

While White Russian men struggled to find jobs, the female refugees discovered they could support whole families working as dancers and singers in the cabarets that began to crop up in Shanghai.  Hundreds of Western bachelors were eager to pay for the privilege of dancing with a tall, blonde Russian woman, and Shanghai soon became famous for the number and variety of nightclubs in its midst.

Defeated czarists were not the only Russians to seek refuge in Shanghai.  In the early 1900s, many Russian Jews were fleeing east to escape discrimination and violent pogroms—large-scale, anti-Semitic riots that frequently ended in bloodshed.  Some Jews fled directly to Shanghai, which was an open port and therefore willing to admit stateless refugees without visas or passports.  Others settled first in Harbin, a bustling city on the Russian-owned railroad in northeastern China, before moving on to Shanghai.

While the Jewish refugees often had more skills and means than their czarist compatriots, they still had to adjust to the unfamiliar language and customs of their new home.  They received aid, both financial and cultural, from two Jewish groups already living in Shanghai: the Sephardic Jews who were British citizens originally from Baghdad, and the Ashkenazi Jews who included many people of Slavic origin, and consequently shared a stronger bond of culture and tradition with the Russian Jewish refugees.  The Sephardim and Ashkenazim attended separate synagogues and often kept aloof from each other socially, yet they united in assisting other Jews seeking refuge, first from Russian persecution and later from Nazism.

As Adolf Hitler rose to power and Nazi persecution grew increasingly fierce, many Jews felt that Germany and the areas it controlled were no longer safe for them and their families.  Unfortunately, no country seemed willing to accept an influx of thousands of refugees, especially stateless ones.
  Thousands of Jews soon concluded that the open port of Shanghai was their only hope.  

Some of these refugees were able to bring valuables to sell in their new community, but the majority arrived in China with their funds exhausted by German exit taxes, the cost of passage on a luxury liner, and possibly a bribe to help secure one of the highly sought-after tickets.  Shanghai’s Jewish communities worked with international relief organizations to help the newcomers get on their feet.  Most of the 15,000 refugees settled in a low-cost section of the International Settlement called Hongkew, where they established bakeries, shops, and restaurants reminiscent of their old homes thousands of miles away.

Invasion and Occupation


Even before Hitler launched his blitzkriegs in Europe, Germany’s Japanese allies began flexing their military muscle in China.  In 1931, Japan invaded and occupied China’s northeastern region of Manchuria in a single week.  Thousands of miles away in Shanghai, fierce Chinese opposition to the conquest culminated in an attack on several Japanese monks.  Eager to gain a stronger foothold in the city, Japan used the attack as an excuse to invade Shanghai’s northern district of Chapei in early 1932.  The Chinese army defended the area for weeks as the Japanese pounded them with artillery and haphazardly dropped bombs throughout Chapei, killing roughly ten thousand Chinese civilians.  Eventually, both sides agreed to pull their troops out of the district, and Shanghai rushed to rebuild the bombed-out areas and get life and business back to normal.
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Unfortunately, peace would not endure long in the city.  In 1937, the Japanese again invaded northern China, and Japanese and Chinese troops soon began congregating at Shanghai.  Many thousands of Chinese refugees poured into the international settlements, hoping the foreign-controlled areas would provide a haven from the fighting as they had during past conflicts.  To everyone’s shock and dismay, on August 14, Chinese planes accidentally dropped four bombs over crowded areas of the settlements, killing 1,749 Chinese and foreigners, and wounding another 1,431.  Following that tragedy, about 5,000 British and Americans evacuated from the city.  The rest of the population weathered three more months of fighting before the Chinese troops were outflanked and forced to retreat.

While war raged elsewhere in China and Japanese troops occupied the Chinese portions of Shanghai, life in the settlements returned to something approaching normality.  In fact, foreigners and Chinese in those areas acted more carefree than ever, flocking to theaters, nightclubs, and amusement centers to forget their worries about the outside world.  Those cares became harder to ignore as World War II heated up in Europe and the Axis powers placed puppet regimes over both France and China.
  Most American women were evacuated from Shanghai, and American firms decreased their staffs or relocated entirely.  Numerouds British men left for Australia to train for war, but many British women chose not to evacuate, reluctant to leave their spacious homes and attentive servants.  Like most people in Shanghai, they clung to the hope that war would leave the settlements largely untouched, and that peace and prosperity would eventually return just as they always had in the past.

That hope was dashed on December 8, 1941.   Around 4:00 a.m., people living near the waterfront were jolted awake by the sound of cannon fire.  From their windows and rooftops, some could see the fiery remains of the Petrel, one of the British gunboats that had long represented security to Shanghai’s Western population.  The Japanese had attacked the British ship at the same time
 they were firing on American cruisers in Pearl Harbor hundreds of miles away.  Japanese troops quickly put Shanghai’s foreign diplomats under house arrest and claimed control of the International Settlement (they did not take over the French Concession because France’s puppet government was technically their ally).  The Municipal Council was ordered to carry on as usual, but it soon became clear that life for Westerners was about to change drastically.

The occupation of Shanghai plunged the once dominant Westerners practically to the bottom of the city’s social ladder.  Americans, British, Dutch, and other “enemy aliens”
 had to wait in line for hours to register and receive armbands proclaiming their country of origin.  Many felt that the Japanese deliberately kept them shivering in line all day to decrease Chinese respect for whites.

The occupying forces also took over enemy national businesses and clubs, and forbade those with armbands from attending movies, restaurants, and other forms of entertainment.  Most couldn’t have afforded those luxuries anyway, since the Japanese had frozen their bank accounts and allowed each family just enough money each month to pay for the meager diet their former servants had subsisted on.  All furniture had to be registered, and some of the nicer dwellings were confiscated for the use of Japanese officers.  Perhaps the most sinister feature of the occupation was Bridge House, a place where those suspected of opposing Japanese authority or possessing valuable information were imprisoned and tortured by the Japanese secret police.

Internment
In January of 1943, the Japanese announced that enemy nationals in Shanghai would be confined to concentration camps.  The first group of internees consisted of unattached males over age fourteen, including the crew of the American merchant ship President Harrison, which the Japanese had captured early in the war.  The men were given ten days to prepare before they were sent to Pootung Camp, located in some condemned tobacco warehouses across the Whangpoo River from the main city.  Like most subsequent internment sites, it was run-down and the Japanese had done little to prepare it for human habitation.  Upon arrival, the internees were each allotted fifty square feet for their bedding, clothes, and whatever possessions they had been able to carry in with them.

Following the Pootung internment, employees of the Municipal Council were sent to Ash Camp and the Yu Yuen Road School.  The Japanese then set about interning families and unattached women.  Most Americans were sent to dilapidated university buildings in Chapei, while other Allied prisoners went to three camps at Yangchow, two hundred miles from Shanghai.  Next came two more camps back at the city; the one at the American Country Club probably had the nicest accommodations of any internment facility, while the Lunghwa camp a few miles outside the city was the largest (it held 1800 prisoners) and best equipped.

By July 1943, the Japanese had interned 8000 Allied nationals.  A few hundred were granted exemptions because of illness or age, and 240 of these were later ordered into the Lincoln Avenue Camp in June 1944.  Roughly forty of those infirm prisoners did not survive their year of internment. 

Since the Japanese provided only guards and food for their prisoners, camp management was left entirely to the internees.  Each camp soon organized a committee of internees that coordinated cooking, cleaning, and even social activities to pass the time.  Most camps established temporary schools so the children would not fall behind in their studies, and many arranged lectures and classes for the benefit of the adults.

Food in the camps was meager and of poor quality.  Friends of some internees were able to send care packages through the Red Cross to supplement their diet, but most prisoners had to make do with the unappetizing camp fare.  The quality and quantity of camp rations dropped even further toward the end of the war, but at least the internees knew where their next meal was coming from.  Outside the camps, inflation was so high that even rice was prohibitively expensive.

While the prisoners may not have relished camp rations, their hunger for war news was insatiable.  Some smuggled in or constructed radios.  Others gleaned information between the lines of a few Japanese newspapers allowed in camp.  Everyone was eager for news, or for rumor if that was all that was available.  They felt every Allied victory brought them a step closer to regaining their liberty.

Free, after a Fashion
 For the French, Germans, Chinese, and others outside the camps, liberty was a mixed blessing under Japanese occupation.  Basic food items were rationed, and there was always a shortage of rice.  Since fuel was also in short supply, bicycles and rickshaws soon replaced most cars on Shanghai’s streets.  Toward the end of the war, even Japanese soldiers could be seen pulling equipment in carts to conserve gasoline.

Inflation was the biggest challenge for Shanghai residents as food became scarce and the value of Chinese currency continued to drop (by the time Japan surrendered, a loaf of bread cost $3,700).  Many people began hoarding basic necessities, then selling them on the black market when the prices rose.  The Japanese issued threats to discourage hoarding, but conditions were so desperate that many felt obedience would be riskier than defiance.

In most other matters, people did their best to comply with Japanese regulations and avoid drawing attention to themselves.  The occupying force supervised Shanghai’s population closely, and the threat of Bridge House loomed large in everyone’s thoughts.  Even those who minded their own business might suddenly have their house searched or commandeered by the Japanese.  Since many Chinese had come to the settlements seeking wartime protection, housing was scarce and eviction from one’s home could present a serious problem.

One distinct benefit of life outside camp was the ready availability of war news.  The Japanese outlawed and collected radios in 1942, but many people kept one hidden in their home so they could hear BBC news broadcasts.  Moreover, a Russian radio station was allowed to broadcast Allied war news in English uncensored.  Though the Soviet Union was an Allied nation and technically Japan’s enemy, the two nations had signed a neutrality pact following their undeclared border war in 1939.  Consequently, Russians in Shanghai were exempted from internment and given the same treatment as non-Allied nationals.

The Jewish refugees, meanwhile, found themselves somewhere between liberty and bondage when they were ordered to congregate in a single square mile of Shanghai’s Hongkew district.  The refugees chafed at the restriction of their freedom, but things could have been a lot worse.  Japan was heavily pressured by the German Gestapo to exterminate all Jews in the territory it had captured, but it apparently showed no interest in such a course.  In fact, during the early years of the war Japan believed that Jews wielded profound global influence, and Japanese officials hoped that friendly treatment of the Shanghai refugees would prompt Jews in the U.S. and Britain to sway those governments in the island kingdom’s favor. 
By 1943, it was clear that Jews either held no such power or had chosen not to use it.  The disappointed Japanese, possibly influenced by the anti-Semitism of their German ally and their Russian neighbor, declared that all stateless persons who arrived in Shanghai after 1937
 must relocate to a designated area for supervision and safeguarding.  Though the official proclamation did not include the word “Jew,” the only people it affected were Jews from Germany’s sphere of influence.

The Jewish ghetto
 in Hongkew was admittedly not as grim as those created by the Nazis in Europe.  The starvation, brutality, and sinister deportation to camps that haunted places like Warsaw did not occur in Shanghai.  Even so, life in the Hongkew ghetto was not easy.  About 7,000 Jews already lived in the designated area, but the other 13,000 required to move there were forced to sell their homes and property for whatever price they could get and hunt for housing in an already overcrowded, rundown district.  Those who worked or attended school outside the ghetto had to obtain exit passes from a Japanese officer named Ghoya who called himself “King of the Jews” and loved to intimidate applicants by shouting, slapping them, or denying their requests for no apparent reason.  The inconvenience (and unpredictability) of obtaining passes made it difficult for ghetto residents to obtain work outside the district.

Though the refugees received aid from international relief organizations late in the war, their first year in the ghetto was a lean one.  At the outset roughly 25 percent of them received at least one meal each day from charity soup kitchens, and eventually almost half the ghetto residents relied on the kitchens for their survival.  While some refugees despaired over their series of misfortunes, others found creative ways to improve their situation.  Some made homemade goods to sell door to door, while others acted as middlemen arranging gold transactions or buying wholesale items to sell for a higher price.  Still others established cafes and bakeries reminiscent of their European origins, ironically attracting numerous German clients yearning for a taste of home.  Meanwhile, many teenagers filled their abundant spare time taking free classes in carpentry, practical mechanics, typing, and other skills they hoped would prove useful if life ever returned to normal.

Liberation

In the final year of the war, conditions in Shanghai were becoming increasingly grim, even for the Japanese.  Food was scarce, inflation was out of control, and utilities only functioned for an hour each day.  Amidst the hardship, though, Shanghai’s residents saw heartening signs that the occupation was drawing to a close.  American aircraft first appeared over Shanghai in summer of 1944, and air raids began to occur with increasing frequency.  Most raids avoided civilian areas, focusing on airfields and warehouses outside the city, but one plane targeting a factory in Hongkew accidentally dropped its bombs on the ghetto, killing 231.  Fortunately, that tragedy was the exception to the rule, and most in the city and camps welcomed the raids as a prelude to liberation.

Everyone expected that an American invasion was imminent.  Japanese soldiers dug foxholes in the streets and bricked over first-story windows in preparation for a bitter defense of the city.  Internees worried they would be caught in the crossfire or die of starvation if the fighting lasted too long.  To everybody’s surprise, the city was liberated swiftly with nary a shot fired in its streets.  On August 16, 1945, a week after America’s second atomic bomb devastated Nagasaki, radios and racecourse speakers in Shanghai broadcast the Japanese emperor’s announcement of unconditional surrender.  The war was over.

Celebrations erupted throughout the city and continued for several weeks.  Ghetto residents tore down signs marking the district’s borders and relished the freedom of walking wherever they chose.  Internees, most of whom were not aware of the broadcast, were surprised to awake one morning and find their guards had disappeared.  Many in the camps later expressed the conviction that if the war had lasted a few more months they would not have survived it.

Japanese officers in Shanghai capitulated peacefully, but about 15,000 Japanese soldiers continued to patrol the streets at Chiang Kai-Shek’s request.  The Chinese Nationalist leader feared a Communist takeover, and asked his former enemies to maintain order in Shanghai until American and Chinese soldiers reached the city.  U.S. troops soon arrived by air and sea, and American planes airlifted Nationalist troops in to assume the responsibility of keeping order.

With the arrival of the U.S. military, a spirit of boisterous prosperity returned to Shanghai.  American soldiers, some of whom had not been on leave for over a year, converged on the city’s cafes, shops, and dance halls where the Russian hostesses were happy to have so many wealthy patrons again.  In addition to deluging the local retailers with U.S. greenbacks, the American military also provided numerous employment opportunities.  Ghetto residents found their wartime job training to be in high demand, and Russians with police experience often obtained jobs as drivers and watchmen.  After years of surviving on charity, refugees felt a sense of pride in working for a steady income.

Unfortunately, liberation did not restore everyone to a life of comfort.  Housing shortages meant high rents that prevented Jewish refugees from moving outside the ghetto.  Many internees had their freedom but little else, and were forced to remain in the camps even after the gates opened.  Their homes had been occupied, their bank accounts remained inaccessible, and even their privileged status was gone since every treaty power had relinquished extraterritoriality before or during the war.
  Those who assumed the armistice would restore them to lives of luxury were bitterly disappointed.


Hopes that business would soon rebound and enjoy its former success proved equally groundless.  Many of the factories that once symbolized the city’s prosperity now stood idle, their machinery having been confiscated for the Japanese war effort, and their supply of raw materials cut off by Communist forces in the countryside.  Moreover, foreign companies soon learned that the new order of things in Shanghai was not conducive to doing business.  Whereas extraterritoriality had once protected and encouraged Western firms in the settlements, the Chinese officials who now controlled the entire city were not eager to assist foreign commerce.  Licenses were hard to obtain, and competition with well-connected Chinese was stiff.  Westerners who attempted to reestablish businesses in Shanghai soon gave up and moved elsewhere.  The Shanghai that most foreigners remembered had ceased to exist.

Farewell to Shanghai

Just over a century after the Nanking treaty was signed, Chinese officials were accomplishing a feat that the nation’s military was never able to achieve: they were driving foreigners out of Shanghai.  As foreign firms pulled up stakes and sought more business-friendly locales, many of their employees either transferred or returned to their home countries seeking more promising job markets.  Most foreigners were originally drawn to Shanghai by the lure of quick financial success, and now that prospects were grimmer many saw no reason to stay.

Still others chose to return home because of the civil war then raging between Chiang Kai-shek and the Chinese Communists.  Most foreigners did not relish the prospect of facing another war’s uncertainties without the protection of extraterritoriality, or even of the American troops, who departed in 1948.  Many sensed that the Communists were gaining ground against Chiang’s corrupt and inept regime, and they did not want to wait around to see how the anti-capitalist victors would run things.  As the Communists drew near Shanghai in May 1949, thousands of British residents departed, and any remaining Americans who wished to leave were evacuated on a U.S. destroyer on May 20.  A few wealthy foreigners chose to remain, hoping the storm would pass leaving their comfortable lives untouched.  Many of them lost everything after the Communists entered the city on May 24.

As these events unfolded, some foreigners who wanted to leave Shanghai found it difficult to do so.  Many felt America looked more promising than their war-torn European homelands, but immigration quotas limited how many could enter the United States.  A few had American friends in high places who could help them, and students eager to study at American universities were often given priority in the quotas, but for many immigrants the wait for a visa could take years.  For Russian refugees, the situation was further complicated by their stateless condition.  Some sought a Soviet passport merely because it granted them official status that would help them immigrate to other nations, such as the U.S. or Australia.  Meanwhile, most of the city’s Jewish population made its way to the United States or the newly-created nation of Israel.


Westerners’ departure marked the end of an era for the former treaty port.  For over a century, the world’s concept of Shanghai had been inextricably connected with the foreign settlements.  The city was perceived as a cosmopolitan fantasyland, where anyone could make an easy fortune and live a life of luxury.  With the end of extraterritoriality and the approach of the Communist army, that image faded.  In later years, as former residents reflected on the glittering memory of old Shanghai, many felt they had lived a charmed existence unique in history, and unlikely to be repeated.
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Scope and Content

The forty-seven interviews in the Old China Hands project are part of the oral history collection held by the Center for Oral and Public History (COPH) at California State University, Fullerton.  Forty-six of the interviews were conducted between 1990 and 1993 by five volunteer interviewers, including Rose Horowitz, the project’s organizer.  These oral histories focus on the narrators’ experiences in World War II-era China, particularly Shanghai, and topics include Shanghai’s pre-war extravagance, Jews’ flight from Nazi persecution, and Allied nationals’ internment by the occupying Japanese.  An interview with Michael Onorato conducted in 2006 chronicles the history of the Old China Hands Project.

For each interview in the Project, COPH has the original audio recording on cassette tape, digitized CD copies of the recording, and a final edited transcript.
   Each oral history is catalogued using a four-digit number assigned by COPH (e.g. OH2103).   Most of the interview files include administrative documents such as COPH’s narrator/interviewer fact sheet, the form narrators filled out at the Old China Hands reunion when they agreed to be interviewed, a basic question sheet to guide the interviewers, and notes on each oral history’s general content.  A few interviews include additional materials such as newspaper articles or personal histories; these items are identified in the heading of the corresponding interviews’ abstracts.

While most of the transcripts are currently unbound, eleven
 of the interviews conducted by Rose Horowitz have been compiled into a four-volume set entitled Shanghai of Yesterday.  Onorato’s interview of Horowitz has also been bound.  All five books may be viewed at COPH, and copies can be purchased there.

It is worth noting that Special Collections and Archives at California State University, Northridge, also maintains a sizeable collection of Old China Hands oral histories. Dr. Robert Gohstand, project director for the Old China Hands Archives, has been collecting these oral histories since 1996, and at the time of this publication CSUN’s collection numbers approximately 170 untranscribed interviews.  The Archive’s holdings also include many photographs, maps, diaries, and other ephemera relating to the Old China Hands experience.
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Abstracts
OH2100
Artindale, Fred and Virginia
"An Oral History with Fred and Virginia Artindale"
Interviewed by Pauline Brower
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Verbatim Transcript, 37 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Fred and Virginia Artindale, a British father and daughter.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  The Artindales give background information.  Recall impact on life when Japanese placed them in the Lungwha concentration camp.  Discuss post-war immigration to U.S.; relatives went to various other countries because non-Chinese began being persecuted in China.  Describe camp life, including school, air raids, food quality and scarcity, music lessons, vegetable gardens, and getting news.   Fred Artindale remembers trying to reclaim house from Koreans after war, and working for the American military in Kiangwan.  The Artindales immediately began trying to emigrate after war; explain obstacles they encountered and how they finally managed to leave.  They discuss deflation of Chinese currency.  The Artindales left Shanghai only a few weeks before Communist army arrived; Fred Artindale recounts fate of a man who chose to stay, and explains how his aunt managed to leave China.  The Artindales describe camp working conditions and bartering.  Recall Japanese commandant, British camp representative, and general Japanese treatment of prisoners.  When war ended Japanese departed, leaving camp unguarded.  The Artindales describe a time early in war when prisoners united against guards to stop the beating of a prisoner. They trusted the commandant but feared guards might kill them.  They remember Japanese waiting around for American transports after war.  Explain how Shanghai was different after war.  Recall interaction with American soldiers.  Discuss languages they speak, and decision to move from Los Angeles to San Luis Obispo.  Describe differences between post-war Shanghai and California.



OH2101
Azar, Dolly
"An Oral History with Dolly Azar"
Interviewed by Pauline Brower
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 9 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Dolly Azar, an Englishwoman whose husband is Lebanese.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Azar explains how she came to live in Shanghai with her brother, and recalls a French cadet she met on the voyage there.  Gives background of her brother, sister-in-law, and husband; discusses how her husband met and proposed to her the same day.  Describes conditions at the Chapei internment camp, where people were crammed into classrooms of an abandoned university.  Relates ways they got news of the war's progress.



OH2102
Beeman, Raymond
"An Oral History with Raymond Beeman"
Interviewed by Vi Graham
April 3, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 30 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Raymond Beeman, an American interned by the Japanese as a teenager.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Beeman gives his family background; his father is an American who got a job with an oil company in Shanghai.  They left Shanghai for the Philippines when the war started.  Remembers an air raid in Manila, general conditions in the city, preparations for the Japanese invasion, and being interned at Santo Tomas University. Describes conditions there, including food, classes, and recreation.  Beeman and other unmarried young men were sent to another camp at the Los Baños agricultural school; later the families joined them.  Recalls that Japanese guards left for a day when American forces seemed close, but were subsequently sent back.  Recounts camp's liberation by American troops, and transportation back to America.  Says camp life taught him to work, whereas before he lived a pampered life.  Describes his life in Shanghai, including servant system, education, recreation, the YMCA, etc.  Is unsure whether he wants to go back and see how Shanghai has changed.



OH2103
Behrens, Henry
"An Oral History with Henry Behrens"
Interviewed by June Behrens
March 6, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 21 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Henry Behrens, an American whose ship the President Harrison was captured by the Japanese.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Behrens describes his service on an American President Line ship just before the war.  The day after Pearl Harbor, his ship was chased by a Japanese ship and it ran aground.  The Japanese captured the crew, and forced them to salvage the ship and then sail it to nearby Shanghai.  Behren and the other sailors were allowed relative freedom in Shanghai for about ten months, after which they were taken to Pootung and put in a godown (warehouse) with other American and British men.  Discusses food arrangement, uncertainty about future, a typical day in camp, and camp organization.  Behrens was never mistreated, but feared what Japanese might do if they lost the war.  Explains how they got news of the war.  After a year he was transferred to a family camp named Lunghwa for the rest of the war; would have changed more often if possible to break monotony.  Compares family camp life with Pootung where all internees were single men.  Recalls learning war had ended.  The Japanese guards disappeared, so many internees left camp.  Behrens returned to Shanghai where he and other Americans were given rooms to stay in; after a month his boat's crew was sent back to U.S.  His chief memory of his time in Shanghai was homesickness.



OH2679
Blackstone, Elizabeth
"An Oral History with Elizabeth Blackstone"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
January 4, 1993
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 39 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Elizabeth Blackstone, an American missionary in Shanghai.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Blackstone gives her personal background and explains how she came to live in China as a teacher in a Presbyterian mission.  Arrived in a year when there was terrible flooding.  She was disturbed by Chinese poverty.  Recounts traveling to her assignment.  Discusses husband's background and her work with him.  Recalls interaction with other missionary groups.  Describes educational situation, living arrangement, transportation, and Japanese invasion's impact on the mission.  Explains how husband got himself sent to her city after they met in New York.  Relates memories of wedding and honeymoon arrangements.  Discusses increasing tension and embassy's advice to evacuate.  Mentions husband's family background.  Recalls her experience with childbirth in rural conditions, and near death experience due to complications.  Recounts her mission activities after recovery, and a trip back to U.S. in 1936.  Her return to China was complicated by Japanese invasion and second child's illness.  Explains how they transported equipment and themselves to assigned area.  Recalls conditions at time of the Long March, and later interaction with the Flying Tigers (American pilots fighting in China).  Left China for India, where they left on a ship for New York; describes the trip.  Returned to China after war; discusses conditions there.



OH2104
Bloomfield, Esther
"An Oral History with Esther Bloomfield"
Interviewed by Vi Graham
March 15, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 36 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Esther Bloomfield, whose father was British and mother was Japanese.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Bloomfield describes her family, education, and employment.  She was imprisoned in Lunghwa, then stayed in China after the war until the Communists took power.  Reviews conditions in Lunghwa, including food, parcels, and bartering with cigarettes.  Describes cooking schedule, efforts to keep clean, and recreation.  Recalls how Shanghai had changed by the end of the war.  Discusses evacuation as Communists came to power.  Reads an account she sent her family of the Communist capture of Shanghai.  She kept working in Shanghai for several more months before evacuating.



OH2238
Bloomfield, J. Robert
"An Oral History with J. Robert Bloomfield"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
August 31, 1991
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 35 pages

Abstract
An oral history with J. Robert Bloomfield, whose father was British and mother was Japanese.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Bloomfield discusses his upbringing in Shanghai, calling it "schizophrenic" because he was part Asian but the maid and teachers taught him he was very British.  Outlines some influences of Judaism in family.  Describes trying to establish his identity and form friendships.  [Malfunction--transcript contains list of several subjects covered before recording resumes. Topics include friends, education, recreation.]  Recalls beginning of internment.  Explains why he chose to go into first camp at Pootung with other single men, and reviews conditions there.  Comments on his relationship with his mother.  Later chose to be transferred from Pootung to a family camp at Lunghwa where his sisters were interned; describes conditions there.  Discusses feeling of acceptance, decision to study medicine, and activities connected with his studies.  Recalls how news of war's end affected internees.  Explains his mother's circumstances during the war, and his own difficulties relocating to America.  Remarks on Japanese Shanghai residents' hostility to Japanese invaders.  Remembers his association with Michael Moses Moore, a Chinese spy for England during the war.



OH2105
Carroll, Olga Lonborg
"An Oral History with Olga Lonborg Carroll"
Interviewed by June Behrens
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 33 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Olga Lonborg Carroll, whose grandparents were Scottish, Chinese, Danish, and German.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Carroll gives background information on her family.  Describes her childhood in Shanghai.  Her family was not interned by Japanese during the war because her father was Danish.  Women of the family earned money by teaching.  Comments on life in wartime Shanghai, and Japanese preparations for expected Allied invasion.  Discusses food situation, trouble getting news, run-ins with the Japanese.  Recalls celebration at end of war, and events at beginning of it.  Notes which nationalities were put in camps.  Explains family's association with Ed Whitcomb, including how Mrs. Carroll met her future husband through him.  The Carrolls quickly married and moved to the U.S.  Describes mother, sister, and brother-in-law's situations in Shanghai; family considered themselves Danish.  Explains situation of Jews.  Recalls risking severe punishment to visit a sick friend at a camp hospital.  Carroll misses having servants and attending balls as she did in pre-war Shanghai; also misses her friends there.



OH2106
Collins, Enid Maureen
"An Oral History with Enid Maureen Collins"
Interviewed by June Behrens
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 28 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Enid Maureen Collins, a woman of British ancestry born in Shanghai.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Collins describes childhood memories of Shanghai and gives her family background.  Discusses her education.  Recounts the beginning of war, and Japanese restrictions leading up to internment.  Recalls people being assigned to various camps.  Describes conditions in the Yu Yuen Road camp, including health, food, ways the Japanese gave special treatment to children, and camp organization.  She and her family were transferred to the Yantsepoo camp near the end of the war.  Addresses lack of privacy, difficulty continuing her education, and greater appreciation for simple things.  Reviews typical day, things she enjoyed about camp, means of communication, methods of getting news about the war.  Remembers hard times and concerns toward end of war, then disappearance of guards following Japanese surrender.  Her family stayed in the camp three more months because conditions were bad in Shanghai; family returned to England soon afterward.  Recalls cruising around on a ration truck with friends the day the Japanese disappeared.  Feels that after going from luxury to an internment camp, she can adapt to anything.  Regrets not being better educated; gives thoughts on co-education.



OH2107
Edwards, Francis J.
"An Oral History with Francis J. Edwards"
Interviewed by June Behrens
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 31 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Francis J. Edwards, a man of British and Chinese ancestry.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Edwards outlines conditions in Shanghai before the war, including national and international courts for Europeans' cases, and how Europeans gained a foothold in Shanghai.  Explains his family background.  Discusses Chinese dialects, education, interaction with amahs (Chinese nannies).  Recalls invasion by Chiang Kai-shek, which allowed Japanese to establish a presence in Shanghai.  Discusses experience with public school and boarding school.  Recounts a Japanese attack in 1932 and its disruption of his school.  Served as a volunteer to give British troops, police, or firemen some time off; after British troops were pulled out of Shanghai his service became mandatory.  Explains in detail the Japanese invasion of Shanghai.  Edwards was soon interned in Yangchow with his family, except his Chinese mother who was allowed to stay in Shanghai and went into hiding to avoid being molested by the Japanese.  Recalls conditions in camp around time of Japan's surrender.



OH2108
Grebenschikoff, Betty
"An Oral History with Betty Grebenschikoff"
Interviewed by June Behrens
March 10, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 33 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Betty Grebenschikoff, a German Jew whose family fled to Shanghai when the Nazis took power.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Grebenschikoff discusses how her family came to live in Shanghai, and what happened to relatives who stayed in Europe.  Recounts trip, family's acclimation, and organization that helped refugees who knew no one when they arrived.  Describes Hongkew portion of Shanghai in which family lived.  Comments on her education, father's employment, and status difference between residents of Hongkew and the International Settlement.  Recalls conditions for Jews in Shanghai when war began with the Japanese.  Discusses air raids, food availability, the war’s end, her parents' health problems, and arrival of American military.  Gives background of her Russian husband.  Explains how various family members left Shanghai for the U.S., and Communist takeover of Shanghai.  Remembers the complicated process of getting from Shanghai to Australia to America, and living conditions upon arrival.



OH2109
Greenhalgh, Dawn
"An Oral History with Dawn Greenhalgh"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
March 20, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 40 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Dawn Greenhalgh, a woman of British descent.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Greenhalgh gives her family's background.  Describes the Waterworks Compound where they lived in Yantsepoo.  Discusses her education.  Recalls Japanese invasion in 1937.  Recounts the beginning of World War II, including tension with multinational friends, rushing to destroy documents, and torturing of her uncle at Bridge House.  Explains decision for family to be interned together.  Describes being transported to Yangchow B camp, arrival, and learning some luggage had been looted.  Being a child, she thought camp life was fun.  Reviews living conditions, food, and medical treatment.  Family was sent to Chapei camp when Yangchow B was condemned.  Explains how the camps differed, friction between British and Americans, food parcels, education, and roll calls.  Recalls Japanese beating Chinese prisoners in camp.  Discusses methods of getting information about the war, as well as many unintended pregnancies and controversy over abortions.  Mentions medical problems and conflict between some missionaries and non-missionaries.  At war's end she and her mother were sent to a hospital.  Describes her post-war lodgings and education.  Notes some benefits of camp life.



OH2110
Hahesy, Mary Smith
"An Oral History with Mary Smith Hahesy"
Interviewed by Pauline Brower
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 25 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Mary Smith Hahesy, a woman of American, Chinese, and European descent who was interned at the age of fourteen with three younger siblings.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Hahesy gives family background: father died and mother left, so the children were raised by their grandparents.  Notes what nationalities were assigned armbands during Japanese occupation, and restrictions on wearers.  Discusses why her young siblings went in with her, and how the experience was positive for her.  Describes lodgings in Chapei camp they were assigned to, and an incident where an older internee briefly harassed her and her sister.  Relates process of being exchanged for Japanese prisoners and sent to the U.S.  Explains why internment was liberating for her, and influence of Sacred Heart Convent's education.  Recalls education in camp, teasing the guards, care packages, bartering, and way they devised to see their aunt and show her they were all right.  Describes brief visit from grandparents before the children were exchanged and sent to live with mother in Los Angeles.  Tells why she hasn't gone back to Shanghai.  Declines to talk about her life in Los Angeles.



OH2111
Hall, Tom
"An Oral History with Tom Hall"
Interviewed by Terry Behrens
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 37 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Tom Hall, son of a British father and Chinese mother.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Hall explains why his family came to Shanghai, and where they lived. Describes Japanese invasion of Shanghai in 1937.  Recalls childhood memories of birthdays, education, and father's employment.  Discusses beginning of World War II, and Japanese treatment of British and Chinese.  Notes wartime changes in housing and education.  Recounts interning of first his father, then himself and two older sisters; recalls experience of living with men of diverse backgrounds.  Describes education, chores, dissension about representation, getting news, sending mail, and Japanese treatment of prisoners.  Recalls British children's fascination with American prisoners from the President Harrison.  Comments on recreation, camp conditions near war's end, and American bombing runs.  Gives opinion of atomic bomb, and recalls prisoners' reaction to news of Hiroshima.  Describes arrival of American military, receiving food parcels, reunion with family, and British taking charge of camp.  Recalls working in a hotel, discrimination when he tried to join the British navy in England, and working in Shanghai Dockyards.  Remarks on battleships damaged by Communists, Nationalist and Communist behavior, and effect of Communist propaganda.  Left for England at end of 1949.  Discusses racial hierarchy in Shanghai, especially among the British.



OH2112
Hallinan, John E. "Jack"
"An Oral History with John E. Jack Hallinan"
Interviewed by Vi Graham
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 11 pages

Abstract
An oral history with John E. "Jack" Hallinan, an American whose ship the President Harrison was captured by the Japanese.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Hallinan gives his background and explains his training and duties as a purser.  Outlines the ship's activities just before Pearl Harbor.  Describes fleeing a Japanese ship, then salvaging the Harrison after it went aground.  Japanese ordered him to help with a ship, then let him move freely in Shanghai until Harrison crew was interned in Pootung.  Discusses camp life, including chores, free time, and his employment as a clerk.  Recalls end of war and his repatriation to the U.S.  Mentions several books he has contributed to, and another book by a Japanese author which speaks favorably of Americans.



OH2113
Harvey, Edwin J.
"An Oral History with Edwin J. Harvey"
Interviewed by Terry Behrens
March 10, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 37 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Edwin J. Harvey, whose parents each had an English father and a Chinese mother.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Harvey gives his family's background and history of British presence in China.  Describes his education, British colonization and business, and his father's textile business.  His mother rescued and raised over thirty baby girls who would have been drowned during hard times.  Notes various common diseases and explains education system.  Discusses products exported from Shanghai.  Comments on his employment.  Recalls beginning of World War II, family’s decision to stay in Shanghai, and a naval engagement near his home.  Describes Japanese occupation and beginning of internment.  Reviews work, food, administration, and sanitation of Pootung camp.  Explains ways of obtaining food, and how he arranged for his home to be taken care of.  Remembers end of war and American military taking over the camp and supplying food.  Camp would have been right in the path of fighting between the Americans and Japanese if Japan had not surrendered.  Harvey got a job as a passenger agent helping the American military in the area, then worked for company importing needed materials through Hong Kong.  Discusses YMCA in Shanghai, and its influence on his social life.  Recalls a friend who escaped to Chung King and the demoralizing effect of seeing a B-24 shot down.  Describes getting outside news, method of alerting everyone that a guard was approaching, camp organization, and using cigarettes as currency.  Expresses gratitude for America and freedom.



OH2114
Hawkins, Paul S.
"An Oral History with Paul S. Hawkins"
Interviewed by Terry Behrens
March 10, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 32 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Paul S. Hawkins, a man of American descent who escaped Shanghai when the Japanese invaded.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Hawkins explains family background; he lived in the U.S. and Europe after parents divorced, then moved back to China when they remarried ten years later.  Recounts his educational background.  After college he worked for a bank in Shanghai; recalls closing branches as war loomed.  Discusses complex process of signing up for draft, getting married, and returning to Shanghai alone on the ship President Harrison.  Describes prewar circumstances in Shanghai and memories of the outbreak of war.  When Japanese invaded, he first rode his horses and then walked cross country trying to reach Chunking.  Came in contact with a band of guerillas that helped him get beyond Japanese lines.  Recalls British missionaries who helped him and explains reason he went to Chunking.  Discharged from the Army for bad hearing and sent to bank branch in Rangoon, Burma.  Explains pilots' procedure for shooting down Japanese planes outside Rangoon.  Hawkins later had to escape from Rangoon to the U.S., where he joined the Navy.  Outlines his duties and post-war activities.



OH2317
Haynes, Rebecca Mabel
"An Oral History with Mabel Haynes"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
June 9, 1992
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 75 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Mabel Haynes, whose father was a British Jew and mother was Japanese.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Haynes gives family background.  Addresses her childhood, neighborhood, and education.  Recalls Chinese civil war, and her religious and cultural upbringing.  Discusses jobs she held, one of which transferred her to Hong Kong for three years.  Describes experience there.  Haynes was transferred back to Shanghai as war loomed.  Elaborates on Hong Kong experience.  Recalls increasing awareness of political issues, and her attitude toward the Japanese.  Reviews family's situation as war approached.  Describes beginning of Japanese occupation.  Comments on Japanese housekeeper who was an integral part of the family.  Recalls losing job, having to wear an armband, and the beginning of internment.  Mabel and sister Esther Bloomfield temporarily escaped internment because their mother was injured and needed their help.  First Esther and then Mable were eventually sent to Lunghwa Camp; Esther worked to get brother Bob and a friend transferred there from Pootung.  Describes Lunghwa Camp dwellings, Esther's leadership, working in the cafeteria, rations, receiving parcels, camp administration.  Recalls helping Hank Behrens get enough to eat, and Walter Kerr planting poplar trees in the camp.  Remarks on malaria in camp, her work in the hospital, social life, education, recreation, water, getting outside information.  Objects to negative depiction of camp life in Ballard's book Empire of the Sun.  Discusses end of Japanese occupation.  Recalls two men who escaped and joined the Allies; brother Bob considered escaping with them; describes Japanese reaction to the escape.  Discusses post-war employment and the Communist takeover.  Explains her role in helping organize the Old China Hands reunion in Anaheim, California.  



OH2299
Herman, Theodore
"An Oral History with Theodore Herman"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
February 2, 1992
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 37 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Theodore Herman, an American schoolteacher involved with the anti-Japanese underground.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Herman gives his background, and recounts how he came to Shanghai to teach in a private school.  Describes school and its faculty.  Discusses participation in sports, memories of the 1937 conflict, how he managed to get back from Tokyo, and his involvement with the anti-Japanese underground.  Explains his transfer first to Hong Kong and later to North Vietnam.  Addresses his wife's work, impact of Pearl Harbor, his use of an assumed name, Japanese torture of some Europeans in Bridge House, and beginning of internment.  Describes process of interment in the Haiphong Road Camp.  Explains why he was arrested twice before his internment.  Reviews camp administration, food, contact with outside world, and torture of some prisoners at Bridge House.  Herman was exchanged before war ended.  After debriefing he was given a job with U.S. intelligence in China.  Recalls reunion with wife in China, duties with intelligence there, and working with the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration after the war.  Discusses graduate work and teaching in U.S., and seeing old friends when he finally returned to Shanghai.  



OH2115
Hertzka, Felix and Lai Lai Tukkila
"An Oral History with Felix Hertzka and Lai Lai Tukkila"
Interviewed by Pauline Brower
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 24  pages

Abstract
An oral history with Felix Hertzka, a Czechoslovakian, and Lai Lai Tukkila, a Finn, who lived in Shanghai during World War II but were not interned.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Hertzka and Tukkila explain how they came to be living in Shanghai, and describe situation there at beginning of World War II, including shifting status of Finns.  Note  how Japanese occupation affected them, and view of Japanese among Europeans and Chinese.  Discuss how end of war was handled.  Explain how they got news and why Shanghai's international culture led the Japanese to treat it differently.  Outline circumstances that could lead someone to be arrested and tortured at Bridge House.  Recall sending packages to friends in internment camps, obtaining goods through the black market, security concerns.  Describe extreme post-war inflation.  Believe fighting in Shanghai would have been very intense if atomic bomb had not ended war so soon.  Discuss loss of freedom during Japanese occupation.  Hertzka recalls Japanese being offended over a performance of Richard III.  



OH2068
Horowitz, Rose Jacob
"An Oral History with Rose Jacob Horowitz"
Interviewed by Michael P. Onorato
November 28, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands 
Ephemera:  News article on Horowitz’s central role in the Old China Hands Project; copy of The China Collection, a China-related quarterly newsletter (the included issue contains a request for volunteer narrators for the Old China Hands Project).

Status:  Transcript, 82 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Rose Jacob Horowitz, a Jewish woman of British ancestry.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Horowitz gives her family background, and summarizes Chinese conflicts during her lifetime. Recalls family travels in China.  Explains how parents came to have Iraqi passports.  Comments on education and life in the International Settlement (or, in her family's case, slightly outside of it).  Describes family's home, socializing, awareness of world news, radio broadcasts.  Remembers the 1937 Japanese-Chinese conflict, negative feelings toward the Japanese, and attitudes toward Jews.  Discusses Jewish groups of various origins in Shanghai.  Describes attending movie theaters and enduring summer humidity.  Recalls the various shipping lines and places where tourists would shop.  Notes recreational restrictions during Japanese occupation; also wild night life in some places.  Relates family's debate whether to leave as war approached, as well as concerns about Hitler and helping Jewish refugees.  Discusses inflation and currency.  Recalls people leaving as war loomed.  Describes vivid memories following Pearl Harbor; she and her brother burned information they had been collecting for England.  Since family was technically Iraqi, they were second-class enemies and were not interned.  Explains movement restrictions, wearing armbands, and selling things to buy food since they were not allowed to hold jobs.  Addresses other restrictions, Japanese friendliness before Midway, realizing war would be long when Manila and Singapore fell, and beginning of internment.  Feels her father's stroke was a result of Japanese interrogation; tells how he coped and what he did to feel useful.  Recalls rules for writing to internees, neutral nationalities not needing armbands, fear of the Kwantung Army, and neutral groups' attitudes toward armband wearers.  Describes how she passed the time during occupation, and harsher treatment and scarcity of food toward end of war.  Objects to Empire of the Sun's portrayal of the Shanghai situation.  Explains healthcare challenges and psychological impact of suffering and struggles.  Relates Japanese preparations for expected invasion of Shanghai and dangers of air raids.  Discusses positive effect on morale when Americans destroyed a captured ship before Japanese could use it.  Gives detailed account of seeing Wang Ching-wei assassinated, though official reports say he died of cancer.  Recalls events which reassured them that the war was nearly over.  Describes reactions to end of war, disappearance of Japanese after surrender, life after war, her struggle to get to America, and where other family members went as the Communists approached.



OH2116
Hudson, Denis S.
"An Oral History with Denis S. Hudson"
Interviewed by Vi Graham
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 27 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Denis S. Hudson, a man of British heritage who was interned at age eight.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Hudson relates his family's long history in Shanghai.  Briefly summarizes education, internment, and subsequent emigration from China.  Describes life in Yu Yuen Road Camp, conviction that the Allies would win, and vivid memories of American planes.  Feels Empire of the Sun was more fantasy than fact.  Interest in planes led him to join U.S. Air Force.  Explains who was assigned to his camp.  Discusses hidden radio, Bridge House, education in and outside camp, and deterioration of internee health and behavior.  Asserts that conditions were worse in Yangzepoo camp; believes most would have died in that camp if war had not ended before winter of 1945; feels atomic bomb was necessary to end war quickly and prevent many civilian deaths in China.  Appreciates work of several doctors, and equal distribution of parcel contents among internees.  Discusses later career in Air Force and then working with computers.  Reads letter from the Imperial War Museum in England expressing interest in preserving records about World War II-era Shanghai.



OH2117
Joukoff, Victor
"An Oral History with Victor Joukoff"
Interviewed by Vi Graham
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 20 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Victor Joukoff, who came to Shanghai as a Russian refugee at age three.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Joukoff discusses multi-national culture and hierarchy of Shanghai.  Explains "compradores" (a type of middleman), and his father's ship business.  Recalls Chinese conflicts, and international and local military units, including a Russian unit.  Reviews his background and education.  Explains who had to wear armbands or go to camps after Pearl Harbor, and recalls Americans dropping drums of food after war ended.  Discusses extraterritorial rights allowing foreigners to be tried in their own consul's courts, and the principle of "saving face" (keeping the respect of others by doing what was right and honorable).  Describes arrival of American ships and working for the Americans as an interpreter and manager, and later helping evacuate Japanese from Hongkew to Japan.  Estimates how many people of various nationalities lived in pre-war Shanghai.  Addresses post-war employment, Japanese destruction of father-in-law's mills, Joukoff's efforts to get to the U.S., and his employment here.  Inquires why interviewer is interested in his oral history.  Displays several records he has from his days in Shanghai.  Declares that after the war boundaries were crumbling between nationalities in Shanghai, where people from different countries had previously kept to themselves.  



OH2118
Katz, Nadia
"An Oral History with Nadia Katz"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
February 21, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 31 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Nadia Katz, a Russian Jew.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Katz discusses family background and how family left Russia for Manchuria and later Harbin to avoid persecution.  Describes education, father's employment, languages learned.  Explains why she came to Shanghai.  Recalls her husband's background, her early marriage, and learning English.  Gives names and information about her children.  Describes family life and living in Bridge House before the war.  Addresses involvement with Jewish groups like Kadima and the Benevolent Society.  Discusses fear during Japanese invasion of 1937 and how she got a French passport for family's vacation around the world.  Remembers helping Jewish refugees as war approached.  Describes reactions to beginning of war.  Outlines complicated situation with Russian passport after war and what nation each of her siblings settled in; Katz lived first in Israel, then in the U.S.  Comments on the education of her daughter, who became a music teacher, and her deaf son.  Explains why she likes her current residence.  Names streets she lived on in China and Jewish organizations to which she currently belongs.  Relates a story about being lost in Shanghai and unintentionally asking for directions in Chinese instead of English.

 



OH2119
Komor, Leonard "Bobby"
"An Oral History with Leonard 'Bobby' Komor"
Interviewed by Terry Behrens
March 10, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 35 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Leonard 'Bobby' Komor, whose parents were Hungarian and Russian.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Komor discusses parents' background and employment, and his childhood and education.  Describes their house and the International Settlement they lived in.  Recalls his education at a German school and genteel life with servants.  Outlines a program his father led to help Jewish refugees arriving from Germany and Poland before World War II.  Explains a connection that led him to attend University of California, Berkeley.  Graduated and went back to Shanghai in 1940 to obtain visa so he could permanently move to the U.S.  Comments on his involvement with the Shanghai Volunteer Corps and Japan's use of the International Settlement as an offensive base against the Chinese.  Describes voyage back to U.S. and signs that the U.S. was preparing for war; notes that Pearl Harbor was attacked during voyage; recalls devastation in Pearl Harbor when his ship reached it.  Enlisted in U.S. military and became a citizen.  Recounts training to be a pilot.  He was assigned to teach a unit of Chinese how to service the planes of the Flying Tigers; requested transfer to a unit in which he could fly rather than teach.  Discusses flying missions on The Hump in East Asia and how thoughts of family and others in Shanghai motivated him.  Explains how he got to participate in the formal surrender of Shanghai; describes surrender, and emotional reunion with his family.  Hank Behrens and Komor's brother Peter join conversation, remarking on an escape that Peter planned but did not execute, and trying to remember the name of a Eurasian friend involved with that plan.  Leonard Komor relates how he got back to the U.S.; tries to remember the name of a certain purser on the Harrison.



OH2680
Levaco, Benjamin
"An Oral History with Benjamin Levaco"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
January 14, 1993
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands 
Ephemera: Four personal histories written by Levaco.  Subjects are Russian Jewish experience in Siberia and the Orient, leaving Shanghai to avoid Communists, a 1923 earthquake in Japan, and Levaco’s family history.

Status:  Transcript, 64 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Benjamin Levaco, a Russian Jew.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Levaco relates family history in Siberia and why he and his parents moved to Harbin, Manchuria, then to Yokohama, Japan.  Recalls earthquake in Yokohama, and being returned to Harbin by the Earthquake Refugee Committee.  Discusses his education, different languages he has learned, and anti-Semitism from some Russians in Yokohama.  Family moved from Harbin to Tientsin; addresses lifestyle, his British education, and employment collecting casings in northern China.  Transferred to Shanghai; discusses getting visa, memory of train trip, family's situation in Tientsin.  Mentions sites where he lived.  Describes beginning and end of brief first marriage.  Discusses collecting sheep and hog casings in Manchuria and Mongolia, and seeing casualties from Bloody Saturday in 1937.  Tells about curfew, nightclubs, and a shooting at a club named Farrin's.  Recalls learning about Pearl Harbor, withdrawing his money from the bank, and Japanese taking over the company that employed him.  Worked as property broker between Chinese farmers and wealthy Jews.  Remembers seeing a Chinese woman killed for trying to smuggle rice.  Explains how property ownership affected his post-war effort to leave China.  Discusses starting the Huh Zung casing company after the war, and places he lived during and after war.  Recounts being taken to Bridge House—the trip there, being interrogated and beaten, then being released.  Recalls taking over and expanding the company where he previously worked.  Discusses getting a Soviet passport, its implications for immigration, and some protection it provided during Japanese occupation.  Describes arrival of Communists in Shanghai, difficulty getting a visa to come to the U.S., and departure from China.  Explains how some of his Chinese things were later shipped to him.  Notes how Soviet passport complicated his  trip to the U.S., and how connections to a senator allowed him to come.  Relates death of second wife, marriage to third, and adoption of third wife's daughter.  Compares life in California to his past experiences.  Mentions Russian Jews who lived in China and now hold prominent positions in the U.S. and Israel; Levaco writes articles for a bimonthly, internationally distributed magazine that focuses on Russian Jews.



OH2318
Levine, Balfoura
"An Oral History with Balfoura F. Levine"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
July 4, 1992
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Not transcribed

Abstract
An oral history with Balfoura F. Levine, a Jew of Russian and Lithuanian descent.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai. Levine gives her personal and family background and explains how parents met and came to Shanghai. Mentions names of parents' friends in Shanghai.  Discusses education and languages she learned and how knowledge of Russian has helped her assist Russian immigrants in the U.S. Explains father's employment and assistance to refugees.  Recalls approach of war.  Father was in Manila on business when Pearl Harbor occurred; describes his experience and instance when Japanese interrogated him.  Relates how she and mother subsisted during war; when Americans arrived, she worked for them.  Uncle living in U.S. helped her attend college in the U.S. after war.  Gives background of German refugee husband whose family died in German camps.  Describes circumstances of her children.  Levine was widowed twice and is now married to her third husband.  Explains how parents came to the U.S.  Outlines varying attitudes of children and adults toward German refugees, and how some went door to door playing music for coins.  Recalls involvement with several Jewish organizations.  Discusses why father gave her her name and how her view of America has changed over the years.

Tape also includes Levine's additional comments on father's humanitarian efforts in China, her public school experience, organization and policing of International Settlement, rare treat of a new dress, association with scouting, her amah (nanny), experience with several epidemics, and current circumstances.  At the conclusion of these comments, Horowitz explains that a portion of the interview somehow failed to register on the tape, so she asked Levine to restate the portions that were lost.



OH2121
Mason, Lorna
"An Oral History with Lorna Mason"
Interviewed by Pauline Brower
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 22 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Lorna Mason, a woman of Russian Jewish and British ancestry.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Mason gives her family background; father's company used a building that would later be part of the Pootung internment camp.  Mason discusses father's involvement with Boy Scouts and his conversion to Judaism to please future wife's family; explains how father used scouting program to help Jewish refugees feel confident and equal to other groups.  Comments on parents' religious affiliations and education.  Describes scout campouts, the different schools in Shanghai, the Scouting program's organization, and scout parades.  Discusses Hongkew district and memories of the 1932 and 1937 conflicts with the Japanese.  Mason and her mother and sisters moved to California before Pearl Harbor; father remained to keep working and was later interned at Pootung.  Mason recalls his preparation and their limited ability to contact him.  Reads two poems father wrote about his experience.  Describes father's involvement with numerous committees in camp, consistent with Scout ideals, and his service as liaison between the inmates and Japanese.  Mentions father's prewar influence getting synagogue to help German Jewish refugees.  Discusses socializing when her family returned to Shanghai and peers' determination to go to the U.S. to study.  Recalls cosmopolitan social scene and increasing concern about Communists.  Explains how she met her husband and how she and her family left Shanghai shortly before the Communists took over.  Notes that non-Communist Russians went back to Russia unless they were Jewish, in which case they went to Israel, Australia, or the U.S.  Father's former scouts later invited him to visit Israel and see their progress; after his death they honored him by creating a memorial forest on the road to Jerusalem.



OH2120
McDonald, Harold
"An Oral History with Harold McDonald"
Interviewed by Vi Graham
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 12 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Harold McDonald, an American sailor on the President Harrison.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  McDonald recalls thwarted plans to visit his brother in Manila for Christmas in 1941; brother was later interned in Santo Tomas Camp in Manila.  Describes being interrogated by a Japanese officer who grew up near McDonald in California; officer was later executed for writing a book favorable to the Americans.  Remembers American liberation after war.  Discusses dangerous escape from the ship when it ran aground, being captured by the Japanese, and salvaging the ship for them.  Recalls how much weight he lost in internment camps, misinformed warrant for his arrest as a draft dodger, how he met his future wife in a camp, and why they didn't marry immediately after war.  Recounts approach of Communists and helping American military after being freed from camp.



OH5586
McDonald, Lillian
"An Oral History with Lillian McDonald"
Interviewed by Vi Graham
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 6 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Lillian McDonald.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  McDonald gives her background information.  Explains why her family moved from Yemen to Shanghai and what it was like being interned in an unfinished hospital in the winter.  Describes camp life.  Family was transferred to the Pootung camp, which was previously all-male.  Mentions how she met her husband in camp.



OH2301
Michell, David
"An Oral History with David Michell"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
July 3, 1992
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 45 pages

Abstract
An oral history with David Michell, an Australian who was interned as a young boy.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Michell discusses how his parents became involved with the China Inland Mission.  Describes life in the mission, conflict between the Chinese and Japanese, his European and Chinese playmates, and layout of the mission compound.  Recalls his journey to the mission school in Chefoo, adjustment to life there, and inability to visit family because of Japanese occupation.  Mentions impact of Pearl Harbor on Japanese treatment of Europeans in the area.  Discusses imprisonments, relocation, uncertainty, and getting news.  Recounts being sent to Temple Hill camp at age nine: preparation to leave, curiosity, where different groups were sent, state of camp, continuing education, and being escorted to visit older sister in her camp.  Describes friendly Japanese commandant, general camp life, and journey to new camp in Weihsien.  Recalls who was in that camp.  Reviews camp life, including roll calls, room arrangement, making things last, various committees, interaction with Eric Liddell, and games the children played.  Discusses chores, food, housing, quality of education, and comfort derived from religious faith.  Remembers accidental death of a teenager.  Comments on death of Eric Liddell from a brain tumor and the effect of his death on the camp.  Describes escape of two prisoners, ways of getting news, celebrations at end of war, and getting supplies from American military.  Recalls royal treatment on journey from camp to Hong Kong and eventually to Australia, where he was reunited with his parents.



OH2122
Nicholls, Eleanor
"An Oral History with Eleanor Nichols"
Interviewed by Terry Behrens
March 10, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 25 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Eleanor Nichols, daughter of a British father and a Russian mother.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Nichols gives her family background, and explains how they came to live in Shanghai.  Describes beginning of war, attitude toward Japanese people, effects of occupation, how her family made ends meet, and impact on Chinese population.  Recounts process of internment in Yangchow camp.  Recalls camp, food, medical treatment, internee demographics, administration.  Discusses lack of news, getting food from Americans after war, and Japanese troops staying because they got no instruction to leave.  Remembers Allies taking over camp.  Describes effect of news that war was over and the slight improvement of food.  Explains chores she performed, the camp library, recreation, and making items last or recycling them.  Recalls general attitude in camp, good treatment by guards, illnesses, and nutrition.  Addresses return to Shanghai, and working for U.S. military until other jobs became available.  Comments on ways Shanghai was different after the war.  Explains why she and her husband left for Canada.  Notes that some uninterned families fared worse and mentions a rumor that Japanese might have planned to kill all prisoners.  Recalls being reprimanded by the guards once and danger of infection if someone cut their hand while slicing pork.



OH2123
O'Brien, Constance R.
"An Oral History with Constance R. O'Brien"
Interviewed by June Behrens
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 34 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Constance R. O'Brien, whose ancestry is part European and part Chinese.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  O'Brien discusses her family background, life growing up, education, and impact of Japanese invasion in 1937.  Describes socializing with various nationalities, employment, and beginning of Japanese occupation.  Recalls restrictions during occupation and their impact on her life and employment.  Mentions confiscation of property and beginning of internment in Yangchow camp.  Describes camp facility, organization, Japanese presence, food, and vegetable gardens.  Transferred to Pootung camp.  Reviews camp layout, population, food, bombing, and entertainment.  Explains method of making sure each person ate a meal only once.  Discusses weight loss among male internees, bartering with contents of Red Cross parcels, showering system, getting news, an escape attempt, and roll calls.  Describes situation near war end: less food, more roll calls, disappearance of Japanese, arrival of Americans, and release from camp.  Recalls returning home and working for Americans or British.  Feels camp life taught her to endure.  Comments on working for the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA) and how she met her husband who was with the American military. 



OH3507
Onorato, Michael P.
"An Oral History with Michael P. Onorato"
Interviewed by Kimberly Hendrickson
August 19, 2006
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Not transcribed

Abstract
An oral history with Michael P. Onorato, former director of the Oral History Program, or OHP (now the Center for Oral and Public History, or COPH).  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Onorato gives his educational background and explains how he became involved with oral history and the OHP.  Relates history of the Old China Hands project, particularly Rose Horowitz’s perseverance in bringing it to pass despite limited funds.  Onorato trained volunteer interviewers in oral history methods for the project.  Mentions Shanghai of Yesterday, four volumes of interviews conducted by Horowitz; first volume includes an introduction by Onorato that gives a more detailed history of the Old China Hands project.  Discusses the OHP’s participation in the project and whether the project achieved its goals and purpose.  Feels if he had not departed from Fullerton, the project would have continued and more interviews would have been added.  Believes oral history is better funded and supported now.  Discusses his role as director of OHP.


OH2124
Petersen, Luiza
"An Oral History with Luiza Petersen"
Interviewed by Vi Graham
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 11 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Luiza Petersen, a Portuguese woman.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Petersen gives her family background.  Since Portugal was neutral in World War II, the Japanese did not intern her.  Recalls creating commotion by walking by Pootung camp, not realizing it was an internment camp.  Describes meeting her husband, who was with the American Air Force.  Discusses living in Washington State, terms for Europeans living in China, her education in a French school, and languages she knows.  Comments on luxurious life in Shanghai, and cohesiveness of people who have lived there.  Felt safer in occupied Shanghai than she feels in the U.S.



OH2125
Power, Desmond
"An Oral History with Desmond Power"
Interviewed by Terry Behrens
March 10, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 26 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Desmond Power, a man of Irish and French history.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Power gives his family history, including his French grandfather's involvement in the Boxer Rebellion.  Parents lived in the foreign concession in city of Tientsin.  Describes foreign concessions, his education, his family's friendliness toward Germans, feeling of security in spite of warlord conflicts, positive Chinese attitude toward Americans, and Chiang Kai-shek's struggle to unite China.  Discusses violence during 1937 conflict, and small group of Jewish refugees that came to Tientsin.  Recalls involvement with the Volunteer Defense Corps, the strain war placed on relationships between nationalities, and increasing martial rule by Japanese troops.  Explains location and military service of his family members at beginning war.  Remembers pretending to be neutral to help internees early on; mentions other nationalities that helped internees.  As his own internment loomed he agreed to be exchanged so he could join the military, but when he reached Shanghai he was stranded because someone paid to take his spot on the outgoing ship.  Power was placed in Pootung camp for unattached men.  Recalls friendly Harrison crew, bad camp conditions, and scuttling of Italian ships.  Mentions helping create a baseball field.  Volunteered for transfer to family camp; describes Lunghwa camp.  Discusses learning to play jazz guitar, and performing at dances.  Stole commandant's pet chickens for Christmas dinner, and was transferred to Weihsien Camp.  Comments on commandant's leniency, imprisonment of Italians mid-war, and reunion with friends and family from Tientsin at the new camp.  Recalls better conditions at new camp, and education there.  Describes working as a stoker in kitchens, and post-war return of two men who escaped the camp to prevent Chinese guerrillas from leading a disastrous attack to free internees.  Remarks on uncertain time between Japan's formal surrender and his actual liberation from camp while Chinese fought civil war; Americans finally captured a nearby airfield and flew all internees back to Tientsin.  Explains how family left China; mother took the departure hard.  Describes a return trip to Tientsin, and surprise of residents when he used local words.  Power finds reunions enjoyable but unsettling.  He is grateful to have grown up in China, but regrets that foreigners forcibly created the international concessions.



OH2316
Pulverman, Heinz
"An Oral History with Heinz Pulverman"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
July 24, 1992
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 47 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Heinz Pulverman, a Jew whose family fled Nazi Germany shortly before World War II.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Pulverman gives family background.  Discusses conditions in prewar Berlin, increasing concern about Gestapo, and why they decided to go to Shanghai.  Describes journey.  Recalls help from Jewish immigrant aid groups, and how a contact helped them get settled in Tsingtao.  Addresses education, and being apprenticed to a jeweler.  War hurt business, so he started teaching English.  Mentions interaction with non-Jewish Germans, local Jewish community, worship services, and helping two former schoolmates from Berlin.  Pearl Harbor occurred just as he was trying to enlist with British forces.  Discusses armbands for different nationalities; first was assigned German armband with swastika but refused to wear it, then German band with "J" until Germany took away Jews' citizenship, then neutral band with "Jew" in Japanese.  Moved to Iltis Hook on outskirts.  Describes charcoal-run buses, makeshift living arrangements, and getting news about war progress and atom bomb.  Recalls an Italian friend who was sent to Weihsien camp, and with whom he reestablished contact years later.  Japanese imprisoned Jewish men near time of surrender; when Japanese left Chinese allowed them to leave prison.  Recounts arrival of Americans, helping them overcome language barrier, and working for the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA).  Describes a meeting where U.S. military showed all local Germans films from concentration camps. All Germans were repatriated from Tsingtao except an anti-Nazi consul who was a friend of Pulverman's father and helped many local Jews.  Pulverman explains how he managed to leave China on a scholarship and United Nations visa.  Discusses his studies.  He and family went to Dominican Republic to get visas; explains how he got one very fast.  Describes working as a religious leader, later in insurance, then as an editor.  Relates current family situation.



OH2320
Reifler, Henrietta
"An Oral History with Henrietta Reifler"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
July 7, 1992
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Not transcribed

Abstract
An oral history with Henrietta Reifler, a British Jew.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Reifler explains how her family came to live in Shanghai when father was invited to be rabbi there.  Describes her education, teaching in China, and taking Chinese lessons from her Austrian future-husband.  Recalls being evacuated from Hong Kong to Shanghai as the Japanese neared, right after birth of her first child.  Reviews her family's living conditions.  Discusses complications with papers and traveling because husband was considered stateless after Germany took over Austria.  Explains how uninterned mother would arrange to see her and her children in the camp, and what Reifler did to inconspicuously be where mother could see her.  Mentions internees' gossiping, advantages of living in a hut, and family health issues.  Father's heart trouble kept parents out of camps for a while; Reifler was let out early because husband was a "non-enemy."  Mother died because of camp conditions.  Comments on subsequent destruction of gravesites.  Father learned to be more self-sufficient in camp after losing wife.  Discusses father's relocation to England, remarriage, and death.  Recalls a woman she greatly admired, who died from the psychological blow of being refused entry to a country.  Reifler addresses moving to Seattle, her employment, and health issues.  Explains why she chose to come to reunion.  Remembers experience on first arriving in Shanghai and father's help for Jewish refugees.  Describes visiting a camp early in war--lodgings, food, etc.  Discusses ways Jewish communities worked together; feels help to refugees was imperfect but overall good.  Father liked Shanghai; mother didn't; Reifler enjoyed it.  Recalls how Shanghai food was different from what she was used to.



OH2126
Rose, Joyce
"An Oral History with Joyce Rose"
Interviewed by Vi Graham
March 10, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 11 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Joyce Rose, a Jew of Iraqi and British heritage.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Rose discusses family background and how they came to live in Shanghai.  Describes restrictions under Japanese occupation.  Explains why Japanese didn't persecute Jews at first.  Recalls sending kosher food to relatives in camps.  Compares Japanese treatment of occupied cities with treatment of those that surrendered.  Mentions the countries she has lived in since leaving Shanghai.  Describes luxurious lifestyle in Shanghai.  Remembers learning dress-making and enameling.  Comments on relatives' different attitudes about leaving China after war, and consequences of leaving or staying.  Compares current lifestyle with life in Shanghai.



OH2127
Schnell, Walter
"An Oral History with Walter Schnell"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
February 21, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 42 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Walter Schnell, a German Jew.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Schnell relates where he was born, father's occupation, past regulations on Jewish settlement, and his education.  Recalls arts and socializing in Berlin.  Discusses increasing persecution under Nazis and its effect on his family.  Describes being arrested by Gestapo, going to a concentration camp, and the conditions there.  Explains how his family got him released and describes trip home.  Outlines arrangements to leave Germany, reason he chose to go to China, and his trip to Shanghai.  Relates what happened to his parents and sister after he left.  Describes voyage to Shanghai, arrival, help from a refugee committee, and initial lodgings.  Recalls working for a kosher kitchen and later getting dysentery.  Discusses memories of Pearl Harbor Day and Japanese occupation.  Explains why he was exempted form Pao Chia system.   Remembers a bombing that killed some civilians and a jail basement he used as an air raid shelter.  Recounts getting news about German concentration camps and the end of the war.  Tells about process and decision to come to Los Angeles, and describes getting help and a job there.  Discusses bringing his sister over from England and pain of watching her health deteriorate.



OH2128
Snavley, Ruth Adler
"An Oral History with Ruth Adler Snavely"
Interviewed by Pauline Brower
February 19, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 30 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Ruth Adler Snavely, an Austrian Jew.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Snavely describes persecution of Jews after Hitler annexed Austria.  Relates her family's decision to come to Shanghai and recalls getting settled there.  Discusses Japanese relocating her to Hongkew with other stateless Jews and how people adjusted to that situation.  Her parents experienced extreme culture shock in Shanghai, but Snavely liked having more freedom.  Family was excited when Allies declared war on Germany, but became concerned when Pearl Harbor brought conflict closer to them.  Parents started transportation business to transport refugees.  Explains how her life changed after relocation to Hongkew ghetto.  Recounts impressions of Japanese, memories of Pearl Harbor Day, and learning English.  Describes a typical day in ghetto, mother's thirst for news, evidence that Americans were getting closer, and memory of hearing the war was over.  Recalls limited contact with Japanese, and their disappearance after surrender.  Relates impact of Holocaust on her extended family.  Explains decision to come to California; recalls disappointment that life wasn't like what she had seen in movies.  Discusses her job, housing, and where her family went after war.  Feels Shanghai's multinational character made her more tolerant.



OH2129
Sollars, Stella
"An Oral History with Stella Sollars"
Interviewed by Vi Graham
March 10, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 16 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Stella Sollars, a woman of British and Russian descent.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Sollars relates her family background.  Recites her camp number and explains its meaning.  Describes life in Lunghwa camp.  Discusses her education there, including grades she skipped, extremely qualified professors, courses offered, and college and med school arrangements.  Recalls types of recreation available.  Mentions knowing Hank Behrens, and living in the French Concession before the war.  Notes that she had trouble eating immediately after release from camp.  Explains why she left China for London.  Discusses Lunghwa's water system, laundry, bathing.  Comments on additional nourishment given to children and stocking up on canned food before internment.  Describes parents' confidence during internment; also lodgings there.  Outlines process of internment.  Recalls compilation of a camp library and contribution of missionaries to camp life.  Mentions movie script and book she is writing about her experience in Lunghwa.  Describes camp's livestock, hospital, vegetable gardens.  Recounts her struggles with malaria, including chilblains; she studied to keep her mind off sickness.



OH2319
Wachsner, Trixie
"An Oral History with Trixie Wachsner"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
June 11, 1992
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Not transcribed.

Abstract
An oral history with Trixie Wachsner, an Austrian Jew.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Wachsner discusses leaving Austria when Hitler annexed it, and explains why her family chose to go to Shanghai. Describes preparation to leave on a plane, being jailed and escaping, and boat trip to Shanghai. Compares home town with ports and Shanghai. Recalls culture shock and contact with refugee committee.  Father refused to go to Hongkew; settled in French Concession, where father's medical training benefited their landlord.  Reviews lodgings, education, learning English, and arrival of three other German-speaking girls at her school.  Felt no resentment toward or from other nationalities.  Mentions moving to a certain location in the International Settlement.  Describes memories of Pearl Harbor Day and Japanese invasion.  Remembers being forced to move to Hongkew ghetto; family made a deal with a Japanese man to trade their apartment for his in the restricted area.  Discusses father's employment during war.  Mr. Ghoya (Japanese officer in charge of Jews) visited often to have Wachsner's mother accompany on piano as he played the violin; he allowed Wachsner to attend a university for a year. Wachsner enjoyed life in ghetto until bombing began. Describes first bombing raid she experienced. She and others always took refuge in a sturdy jail which was being used as an armory, but Americans made sure not to bomb it because of the civilians taking shelter there.  Discusses employment, fear for survival, socializing, common illnesses, getting news, end of war, and orderly Japanese surrender.  Recalls arrangements for her underage (17 years) Jewish wedding in China.  Explains efforts to leave China, why they chose to come to the U.S., what their arrival was like, and why they settled where they did. Discusses how she became involved with Hongkew reunions, first reunion she helped arrange, and other reunions she has attended. Feels satisfied with her past and present experiences.



OH2308
Weathered, Olivia Kate Hawkes Pott
"An Oral History with Olivia Kate Hawkes Pott Weathered"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
January 29, 1992
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 54 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Olivia Kate Hawkes Pott Weathered, a woman of Chinese and American ancestry.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Weathered explains how her family came to live in Shanghai—her grandfather was a missionary who helped establish Saint John's University in Shanghai. Her family followed the U.S. government's advice that its citizens leave Shanghai in 1941; she came to California with mother and siblings, while father stayed at university in Shanghai, and was interned in Pootung after Pearl Harbor. Since father was psychologist, he traveled between camps to check internees' mental health.  Father was exchanged partway through the war. Weathered recalls Japanese attack in 1937.  Discusses prewar transportation, education, faculty, and college education in the U.S.  Remembers Shanghai childhood with servants, father and grandfather's religious commitment, river crossings, brother's friend who wrote poem "High Flight" adopted by U.S. Air Force, and vacationing near Iltis Hook.  Recalls impact of 1937 conflict on her family.  Describes grand celebration of grandfather's 70th birthday, attended by notable Chinese officials.  Summarizes experiences of grandfather and father after war, and importance of contact with Chinese people for those who have lived in China.  Compares urban missionaries with those who served in rural China.  Reviews wartime changes at Saint John's, a history written about the school, and its connections to U.S. universities. Discusses her family history. Recalls memories of 1937 conflict.  Comments on childhood recreation, foreigners differing attitudes toward Chinese people and culture, and her Chinese mother's strong will and responses to discrimination.



OH2300
Welch, James
"An Oral History with James Welch"
Interviewed by Rose Horowitz
January 29, 1992
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 38 pages

Abstract
An oral history with James Welch, an American hired by a company based in Shanghai.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Welch discusses how animal husbandry studies got him a job in Shanghai.  Describes his journey there, starting work, first impressions of city, and staying in foreign YMCA.  Explains origin of "Hazelwood"—brand name of ice cream his employer produced. Recalls company's egg plant, his management of ice cream plant, and socializing.  Describes memories of Pearl Harbor Day, how Japanese occupation affected his company.  Reviews living conditions in Pootung camp, his roommates there, and a Harrison crewmember with the same name who managed to collect money meant for Welch.  Comments on food in camp, who was allowed to repatriate partway through war, and his struggle to keep factory from being looted after he was released from Pootung.  Discusses getting news in camp, American food drops, places he lived after leaving camp, and getting permission to leave camp to go to a hospital.  Recalls supplying ice cream to American military.  Describes returning to U.S. on a freighter and employment after arrival.



OH2130
Whitcomb, Edgar
"An Oral History with Edgar Whitcomb"
Interviewed by Vi Graham
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 14 pages

Abstract
An oral history with Edgar Whitcomb, an American serviceman who escaped a Japanese prison camp and was later interned as a civilian in Shanghai.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Whitcomb gives his background and describes his experiences in the U.S. Air Force in the Pacific during World War II.  Relates being captured, escaping, then being recaptured and interrogated.  Pretended to be a miner with relatives in Shanghai, and obtained passage there with some other prisoners.  Recalls life in Shanghai and his decision to remain there.  Discusses internment in Chapei, and assisting a doctor in order to further medical studies he put on hold when he enlisted.  Explains how he came to be on the repatriation list partway through war, and why they took a circuitous route back to the U.S.  Comments on his decision to return to fight in Pacific theater, and his experiences there before and after the surrender, including a return visit to the Chapei camp.  Discusses career and family life after war. Mentions books about Shanghai experience, including one he wrote about escape from prison camp in Philippines. Notes common bond and experiences among Shanghai internees.  Compares Shanghai camps to military prison camps.



OH2131
Zellensky, George
"An Oral History with George Zellensky"
Interviewed by Pauline Brower
March 9, 1990
Language: English
Project: Old China Hands


Status:  Transcript, 24 pages

Abstract
An oral history with George Zellensky, a man of Russian descent.  This interview is part of a project researching World War II-era Shanghai.  Zellensky relates family background, his education, and internment in the Lunghwa camp. Discusses camp commandant, work assignments, recreation, food, parcels from outside, and entertainment.  After a few men escaped, Zellensky and other single men were all put in one building where they could be watched; describes that living situation.  Recalls getting news, seeing American planes fly over, camp life in the days after surrender, diminished health and food tolerance, and morale.  Discusses the film "Empire of the Sun," which he feels misrepresented internment experience.  Gives thoughts on Japanese guards.  Remembers a riot in which inmates prevented Japanese from beating another internee.  Explains how several internees escaped successfully, and another attempt that failed.  Comments on life returning to normal, working for U.S. Army, and subsequent employment.  Describes Communist take over and its effect on the company he worked for.  Outlines adjustments at beginning and end of internment.  Recalls 1937 conflict between Chinese and Japanese.
The Bund, ca. 1940.
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Cars, trolleys, and man-powered rickshaws share the International Settlement’s Nanking Road, ca. 1930.
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Japanese flag replaces British over the Bund’s Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank.
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� Dictionaries tend to define “Old China Hands” as non-Chinese who spent many years in China in the commercial or civil service, or as a missionary.  However, many who have lived in China in other capacities also claim that title.


� Most of this money was later used to pay for transcription of the interviews.


� Much of this account of the project’s history comes from the author’s interview with Dr. Onorato, which has been added to the COPH archives as #OH3507.  For a more detailed account of the project’s history, see Onorato’s three-page introduction to Shanghai of Yesterday, Series I, Vol I, available for viewing in COPH’s reading room.


� In this finding aid, the Hertzka and Tukkila interview (OH2115) is alphabetized under the last name of the former, since that name appears first on the transcript.


� The Soviet government declared czarist refugees to be stateless persons, which left them without valid passports, visas, or the assistance of the Soviet Union’s consul.


� Under Hitler, the Nazi government deprived all German Jews of their citizenship.


� During the war, three groups claimed control of various portions of China: Wang Ching-wei’s puppet government set up by the Japanese, Chiang Kai-Shek’s Nationalist government which had moved its capitol to Chungking to escape the invaders, and the Communists. 


� The Pearl Harbor attack occurred in Hawaii on December 7, 1941, but several time zones away in Shanghai, it was already about 4:00am the next day when the Japanese made a simultaneous attack on the Petrel. 


� The Japanese list of enemy aliens included citizens of the United States, Britain, New Zealand, Canada, Australia, the Union of South Africa, Haiti, Costa Rica, Honduras, Guatemala, Nicaragua, the Dominican Republic, Cuba, Holland, and Belgium, although some of these countries did not have any nationals in Shanghai at the time.  Eurasians who claimed foreign citizenship were included in this group and would later be interned by the Japanese.


� In addition to these internment centers near Shanghai, there were also camps elsewhere in China, including Weihsien Camp in the north where David Michell (OH2301) was interned.  That camp also housed a relatively famous internee: Eric Liddell, protagonist of the film Chariots of Fire.  Liddell died in camp of a brain tumor in early 1945.


� It is notable that stateless Russians, including Russian Jews, were not forced into the ghetto because they arrived in Shanghai long before the 1937 cut-off.  There are several possible reasons why the Japanese relocated European Jews but not those from Russia.  First, as previously stated, Japan did not want to break the 1941 neutrality pact.  Second, Russian refugees were already well-established, many of them contributing to Shanghai’s valuable economy or working as policemen that could help the Japanese keep order, so the occupying force may have felt it would be more practical to leave them alone.  Lastly, both the Jewish and Gentile Russian communities had proven themselves very willing to cooperate with the Japanese, who may have concluded that they did not require as much “supervision” as the European newcomers who recently fled from an Axis ally.


� Though “ghetto” would later come to mean any run-down urban area occupied by a minority group, in this period it denoted a portion of a city to which Jews were restricted.


� Most nations ended their extraterritorial privileges long before the war.  For example, Germany and Austria lost them after World War I, and the newly formed Soviet Union voluntarily relinquished them in 1924, possibly to encourage acceptance of communism in China.  Nine more nations gave up their extraterritoriality in 1930, and Britain and the U.S. were discussing a similar course when World War II began.  They hesitated because Japan had to be consulted, and that nation’s conflict with China complicated the issue.  Once the U.S. and Britain entered the war against Japan, they no longer worried about offending their Axis opponent.  Furthermore, since China was technically their ally, it made diplomatic sense to treat it as an equal.  The two nations signed treaties with Chiang Kai-Shek’s government in late 1942, and Japan—eager to show commitment to its “Asian Co-prosperity” propaganda—promptly signed a similar treaty with China’s puppet government.  The Vichy government relinquished the French Concession in 1943, but after that body collapsed and the provisional government was reestablished after the war, China asked France to re-relinquish the Concession for good measure.


� Two exceptions are the Levine (OH2318) and Onorato (OH3507) interviews, which have not yet been transcribed.


� The Shanghai of Yesterday volumes contain Horowitz’s interviews with J. Bloomfield (OH2238), Haynes (OH2317), Herman (OH2299), Levaco (OH2680), Michell (OH2301), Pulverman (OH2316), Reifler (OH2320), Schnell (OH2127), Wachsner (OH2319), Weathered (OH2308), and Welch (OH2300).
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